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To the READER © 


| Entle Reader, I preſent to thy wiewthe three firſt 
books of Claudiar?,de raptu Proſerpine in Eng- 


—" LſhVerſe: a work (how pleaſing it may proue,” I 
know net ) ſince of my Authour, Scaliger ſayth , he was 
materia ignobiliore oppreſſus, but addidirde ingenio 
quantum defuit materi, which wit, the Tranſlators 
harſhneſſe of ſtile may ( haply ) haue diminiſhed. The 
Reader will finde many faults ; one 1 willingly here pre- 
went, which is , that Ceres is deſcribed in the firft Gs 
to be drawne by ſixe Dragons , contrary to all Poets, that 
allow her but two : This ana ſome few other errors Iim- 
- pute vnto the haſtineſie of the Preſſe , which the ingenious 
Reader will pardon, eſpecially if the maine worke gine that 
light(that I hope for) tothe Original. 


Farewell. 


L.D.- 


A 3 


THE RAPE OF 


PROSERPINE. 


The Hiſtoricall Senſe or meaning 
of the Storie. 


f Hen men for their finnes.like 0:her crea- 
tures, were forced to: ordinary foode : 
the bread which they ate of ( as Euſe- 

bius and Suidas mention) was of  Acornes : and 
Plurarke writes, that after the Floodit was of 
the ſame. At that time , Siculus reigned King | 
of Sicilie , whoje wife (named Ceres) a woman © 
of a ſingular apprehenfion ( to triea Conclufion) 
tooke.ſom? of the wilde Wheate, which groweth 
. naturally ſo in that Country, and ſowedſeedes of 
the ſame, aud was carefull to till them : theſe in 
their due time produced of that Graine in great 
abundance , which ſhee cauſed to bee moulded in- 
to a pabte, and ( finding th: ſweetneſſe of it ) ſtill 
{owed more and more, till ſhe attained to the per- 
fettion 


' 1E MUITOMICALL SENTE, . 
feftion of Tillage ; (with which ſhee inſtrufted all 
her Iſlanders ) {o that the Sicilians were the firſt 
Husband-men in tbe world, and taught other Na- 
tions, till ſuch time as Wheate became the generall 
nouriſher of all men. 

The commoditie the Sicilians reaped hereby, 
and the multitudes of ſuch as applyed themſelues 
to Tillage , were the cauſes of the diuifions of 
lands( touching which, Ceres made ſundry lawes) 
ſome of which remaine euen at this day with vs: 
and for this cauſe the blinde Gentiles adored 
her as a goddeſſe, and conſecrated that Iſland of 
Sicilic -onto her , as to the inuentreſſe of Har- 
ueſt., 
It happened that thi Ceres had a daughter, 
called Prolerpina; who, for her exceeding beau- 
tie was affefted by Orion King of Epirus and 
the Moloſlians, and by him ſtolne away in the 
abſence of her Mother Ceres : who when ſhze 
returned , and found that her daughter was thus 
gone ( ignorant of the Rauifher ) went ranging 
op and downe the world to finde her, and in hey 
progreſſe ſhze ſowed all the Fields with Wheate 
as ſhee went, till ſuch time as ſhee found Orion 
Out. 

Thy 


Te INatrtihi*nil. Senſe - 
Thu: Story gaue matter to Poets, to faine what 
Pluto ſtole away Proſcrpina fromSicilia , ther 
mothers abſence (whe miſsing her at her returne ) 
[ought her thorow the world, tillfhe had found her 
with rwo blazing lights : and knowing that ſhee 
was hell with Plato, requeſted of Tapiter, that 
{he might remaine with her one halfe of the yeere 
 -ovþon Earth , and the other with her Husband 
Pluto. 


= The Narturall Senſe of the. 
. Storte. 


TD Y the perſon of Ceres is ſignified TiHage. 
By Proſerpine , the ſeedes which are 
ſowed, by Pluto, the carth that receiues 
them. - 
By the diligence that Ceres vicd in ſearch- 
ing her daughter, is ſhewne the carethatHuf- 
band-men ought to haue in the illing and 
ſowing their grounds, and.reaping of their 
Haruelt. 
By the {ixe Moneths that Proſerpine remai- 
ned in. Hell, are vnderſtood,the ſaxe,n —_ 
| B | 


| "The . Allerorical Senle. > 
thaſeedeis vnderground,before the cares ap- 
xare; and by rheother {txetharſheeis with 
er Mother, is ſer downe, when the corne is 
ripe, andin poſſeſſion of the Husbandman. 
By the blazing lights, with which Ceres 
ſeckes her daughrer,is meant the vigilancic of 
the Husbandman' in” prouiding - the in- 
creaſe of his haruelt. 
By thelights themſelues, are ſignified the 
inſtruments of Husbandry, withour which 


the Corne could hardly bereaped. 


Us 


The Allegoricall Senfe. 


|| and hit ſuddaine reſolution of mar- 
rying and warring againſt gods, ts noted, 
the nature and diſpoſition of the inſolent rich 
man, who blinded with eaſe and plenty , defireth 
immoderately all that his Concupiſcence leades him 
no. | 
By the Deſtinies that ſtriue to diuert-Pluto 
: from hit purpoſe, is ſ2ene the force of heauenly 
Lower abone humane. 
es Mereurie's, 


Mercurie's,being [ent Ambaſſador to Tupiter, 

declares howneceſſarie it is that perſons of a liue- 
ly capacitie and mature iudgement, be [ent to take 
cop ſtrife andiarres betwixt Princes. 

By Iupiters decree to giue Proſerpine for 
wife to Pluto, is ſhewne the Diuine Prouidence, 
that diſpoſeth better of things for -vs, then we our 
ſelues can wiſh. 

By Proſcrpine left alonein her mothers abſence 
at her worke ,*414noted the good education of Chil- 
dren, to which mothers are bound, that are honeſt 
and carefull. | 

By Ceres leauimg her alone, and Pluto's 
ſtealing her away, is put (as an example) : That 
Mothers ought not to be ſo careleſſe of their chil- 
dren, as to expoſe them to ſo great a hazard of 
their honours. | 

By Venus Executionereſſe of Toues will, and 
Diana and Pallas her Companions, t« fienified : 
that loue is adiuine connexion and bond,ordained 

From'God , if the proceeding in the ſame bee with 

fnplicity and pureneſſe of meaning. 


Bz THE 


"- "This Argumentof the Firſt Booke. 
Pluto exrapi would marry,threatens warve 
Gaiaſt Tupiter, the Fatrs prenemt their iarve': - 
Swift Mercury, Ambaſſador ts ſext 
T 6 hear, 16 tell the gods of this event. 
loue, Ceres dawohroy doth roſotat to gine- 

His brot ber,au#l the meanes doth thus contriues * 
whiff Cetgs abſent i m Phrypgia, 
Venus miif e7 ge abroad Ptoſerpina : 


Ca LOTT 


Y loftie Muſe is full, and bids me ſing - 
\ Y/ | Therobbery of Hell's infernallking, 
Grimme. Pluto, and the Carre of Tenarw, - + 
That whilome with portentions ominous 
And giddie hurrie, through the blaſted ayre, - - 
Prefagd theRape of Projreine the fayre, 
Joues daughter, and the marri'ges cuent : 
Profancr cares be you from hence'exempr, - - 
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2 7? Rape of FROSERPINK. 


And now the furie of a Spirit Diuine, 
Expell's all humane feare Goon this of mine: 
Apollo breathes in me, Phebus inſpires 

My braine, my quill with his moſt ſacred fires, 
Now, now (me thinkes) I on a ſuddaine ſee, 
The Shrine of each immortall deitie, 

Snake in ir's quiu'ring ſeate /vrus'd to moue ) 
And the Cceleſtiall rayes (that from aboue 
Diſperſe their glim'ring light) forerunners are, 
Of Plato's journy and 1ad Ceres care. as 
The noyſe (thatin the earth's deepe wombe doth ſound} 
LIheare, and Athens ly renown'd, 

For her King Cecrops painfully doth grone, 

(Doublin > (brill Excho'st the Chicmant 1) 
And (eres lou'd Eleuſis tapers blaze - - 

With flaring lights which tothe skies they raiſe: 
Triptolems's Pale s$their bloudie creſts aloft 
\Vpſtretch, and with confuſed murmur ſoft, _ 
Glide their ſpot-painted bodies here ang there, 

Ar which Spe@ators tremble, themſclues feare:; 

They hifſle, and. with ſtrange accent to my Verſe 

Haſten the Tragicke ſong that rehearſe, 

The three-folde Hecate appear's inſight, 

And lazy Bacchus — doth aſvigh 

The eyes of mortals with his ſhiu'ring lance 

Of wreathed Vines, and in a drunken dance 

(Loading his Temples with an Yuic.crowne, 

Whoſe weight keepes his vnweldy body downe) 
Kaitsto his necke a Parthian Tyger's pawes, 

And skinne(that from his ſhoulder downehe drawes) 
You gods (on whom Averzas wandring foules,” 
And multitudes of wightsblacke Styx enroules) 


TheRapeof PROSERPINE. 
Attend, and ſuch asof theirworldly crimes, , 
In burning Phlegetox bewaile the times. - | 
You gods, you fathers, ſhew; declare tome - 
The avs} of carths vaſteconcauity - 

Your gouernments reneale, and myſteries - 

Of allthoſe greatand powertull deities. + + | 
Tell ine, ſince Loue fo lowe would neuer bend 
His ſhafts, whar fire could Pls thus incend ? 
As ſnatching off from carth this Proſerpine, 
He makes her his erernall Concubine : - 

Yer comforts her (that inthe Tyrants pow, 
Laments) by giuing Lethe forher dowr, - 
Tell me, did Ceres her griewd mother know *'- 
Before, what ſhould ſucceed ? or ifnot fo, + 
When ſhe was loſt, in her diſtrated minde, 
Where cauld ſhe hope her Proſerpineto finde ? - 
That(longing for good newes)ſhee makes a vowe,' : 
The barren earth with faireſt whearte to ſowe. - 
Long ſince, the diſmall Prince of Erebus - 
(Through wrath and fury growne outragious) | 
To ſee that he (a.god) and young, alone, . 
Muſt leade a ſolitary life in-mone, - | 
Wanting a marte,that dayes;moneths, yeeres retire: © 
And paſle (regardleſle of bis quencbleſle fire) 
Impatient of delaics and full of arte, 

He ſummons all the ſupreme gods towarre; 
Diſdaining they aboue ſhould note his want, 
Of happy marriage to be ignorant. | * 
Redde lips, faire eyes, ſ\yecr lookes, foft cheriſhing + 
Confus'd embraces, limbes proportioning, . 


Tothcir proportion all ſtrange delight, ' 


Two ſoules combin'd jn one, which make one whicc 7 _ 


TheRapeofPROSERPINE: 
Like yuie(rwining) yuorie necke, thatone, ;'.. 
One 


dy, which-one common breath along;;: - 
Giues life vnto: this one, and yet notone-;- -/ 
For (lovers) cach hath a Companion: .._.;, 


So two, whenas two bodies ſtriuing maye. 

In Cupzas lifts (made one by mutual lone, } -|_ 
Theſe two, that one and allas motives axe, : 
| Egging ſterne Plato to ambitious warte:-! 

The name of father, and proud hope of ſonnes, 
(Each) a fore-runner of new ſirikebecomes:: + .-. - + 
Forth-with the Monſters of iofernall deepe, ':::-;; -» / 
Ranke out their ſquadrons, and good order keepe, / | 
The vgly. Fiends coniur'd by Plates wroth, | 
'Gainſt higheſt /opzter take bolemne oath ; 

And menacing the gods in ſad array - 

- Of bartell, hels blacke banners they diſplay 
-Before heauens walls, and diſcord firſt appeares 
(Cladde allinruth: ) in armes of ſteele the beares 

The portraiCt of hername, and next to her 

Imperious Famine rageth, and baſe fearc 

(Plac't asa Scout, orasa Runnagarte, 

Againſt the foe to annoy them, cankred hate, 
Deſpairefull ſorrow, raſhneſſe out of breath 

March laſt (led inthe rere by conqu'ring death. 

:Gainſt thundring Jone , the pallid Furics three 
Combine themſclues, and bold Ti{phone 

That'bout her head thoſe curled Snakes doth twine 
With ſpinic fiſt, thatof combuſtions pine © 
Afire-brand brandiſheth, whoſe boading light 
:Compaſſion moues, and megar lookes affri 

.Of her, the ſad beholder : 'gins to found  :(raund, 
Through all the Campe, and 'mongſithe CE 


T # AS DJ » : | 
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A ſoftretreat (at whoſe well-knowne voyce) ©. © 
The pale fac't Monſters couch, and huſhtheirnoylſe. 
The Elements, whoſe equall qualities, c2qbs 
For many an Age-in peace could ſimpathize,' 
Scarce now containe, but into diſcord turne, 

And faine to their olde Chaes would returne : 
Proud Ti#47s off-ſpring hope atlengthto ſee: 
Their gyues knockr off, and former liberrie: 

That (breaking vp hels dung'ons) once againe, 
Puniſh they may the Awthoy of their ſhame. 

Pluto, Aeg2ons fancie now can pleaſe, 

That long hath layne cubb'd vp in little eaſe, - 
Andlofing ſtraight the Gyants hundred hands, 
(Arm'd to obey the threatning Gods commands) 
He muſters vp his ſeu'nteene brothers more 

Vnto a ſecond Combate (for before | | 
They plotted had 'gainſt heau'n) and now they long 
Toxes thunder to retort the gods among. 

VVhen ſoone the reu'rend Defſtinies that ſee 

Sterne warres approach, and hels infantery 

Range into barraile, with tout puiſſance, * 

And fearefull march 'gainſt heauens gates aduance : 
So many horrid fiends that likely were 

To putthe gods, and all /zves hoaſt in feare: 

And (doubting leſtthe terror of this fight, 

The Orbes Caefuall endanger might) 

Eu'nin the heate and danger of the rowt | 
They gently tread, and pace the Campe throughout ; 
And prouidently thus themſclues intrude ' 
With modeſt threats, to tatne the multitude : 
Then proſtrate *tore the valiant General, 


With bended knees and —_ lookes they fall 


Sprea, 


 f j - bs 
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(Spreading their aged Checkes and frontes ſeuere, 
Withdangling treſles of their ſnowie haire. ) 
Their hands they ioyne, , thoſe hands that ſpun the thred 
Of many living, many:rhouſans dead}; 
Thoſe hands they ioyne,to whoſe bigh foueraign'ty, - 
The World, and all things breathing Vaſſals be : 
Firſt, Lache/is, che eldeſt ofthe three, | 
And moſt auſtere,.dinides in modeftie'_ - | 
The hoary threds, which (fot ſhe naſtic keepes) 
Vncomb(d, they thwart and hide her wrinkled cheekes : 
In her owne name, andi{iſters both, ſhe greets _ 
Blacke Pluto, and to!mitigate bis threats | 
*Gainſt 7oue, firſt weepes: then wiping her ſad eyes, 
With fainting voice ſhe to him gently cries, 

And thus begins. Thou mighty king ( faith ſhe) | 
Great Ruler of our vaſte pbſcurntie, 
Thou-{ro whoſe ſacred judgement) the leaſt wighr 
Thar groanes in daikenefle; and hels horrid night 
Isſubie& ; thon,, whom loyall Fates haue ſeru'd 

Solong and from, thy;precepts never ſwerud, 

With web and ſpindle; thouthat firſt giv breath 

To all things living, thou, whom life and death, 
Equally waite on; thou, to whom the ſage 

Fleet time, what rvipes he. in-euery age - _ 

Collects, doth giuez and vato thee the ſtate : 

Of preſentthings doth likewiſe conſecrate: 

And laſtly thou, by whom, the Soules condemn'd 
Haue ſecond being, torture withour.end. 
Secke not(great Prince)to hauethine horiorſtain'd 
(By breach of'ſacred lawes weefirſt ordain'd ;) 
Cauſe thy robuſtious troopes retire, and ceaſe |. 
Tincenſe them pe ranma an” 4 

- * eſiſ 


ve Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Deſiſt from hoſtile armes (iimpietic} 

Of making brother gods thine enemy; 

But if thou needs wik venter, bena more -. | 
A pow'r Diuine,:butſome:wikde fauage Bore: ets 
Muſt Gyant race cnioy aſecond h 

And once againe outbrauc in Irtiall fight - 
Th'vnconquerd gods? Fye Plato: donorthus. 
Attempt a arte fo ſacrilegi 

And headlong caſtthy Maieſtie, forbeare; 

(If Marri'ge be the cauſe; orifthou fears ' 
Leſt Joue deny thee iſſue)! mildly prouc 

Great Hupiter : frfulerhimbears long. ; 51 
Pluto heares Lacheſes; _ his rage 
Were ſuch, as her faire h couldſcarce allwage; 
Yetwhen theloftic loue c god; might ſee, 
The Siſters both to her ſole prayers 3. 

The bloud that tiſeth in eac decks vairic, 
He tempercth:: the Furiesiraight ime .. 
His alterd purpoſe, eu'ry Ficnd that droopes - 
Toſcethis change, they aſh, and force hels troopes - 
Retire, thus wasthisfatall enterpriſe, : + 
Diſmiſi, and Pluto calnid by Deſtinies, 
Sobluſtring Boreas (when: with _—__ 

And whirle-windearm'd) he firft doth-lay the dufi, 
Then with a ſaddaine and: blaſt; 
(Enrag'd)he faine ypon canth's face would: caſts 
Thicke ſtormes-of hayle cxi'n at the inſane, when 
With full (volne checkes he breakes his Joathed: 


And (ſcowsing the vaſte Seas) would cauſe their flouds 


Ariſe (to drowne'the fietds and neighb'ring woods 2) 
Eu'nthen the milder Xealas reftraines 
en ita AO ITO INE I ARID Gaon.rs 


Plats 


TheRuprof P20 SER PINE, 
Pluto cornmands that fubrill Mercury T1” 
Tour's ſonne (being ſummon'dto appeare from high) 
Approach his prefence;and'from thence be ſent - 

- Totell the gods his Vncles difcontent': - | 

The winged meſſenger withourdelay 

(Switter themthought through the qull ayre makes way, 
And with4ysxolour'd hat, and charming rod | 
Forth-with appeares beforeth'infernall god; 

Who, in the: darkeſt Vault of all, fate (plac't 

Vpon a blacke rade throne + )ſo mean]y grac'r 

VVirh ſceptercourſe z only his viſageſtour, 

The horrour of his Maieſtie ſetouts: !:! : 

Over his headhangs vp a diſmall Cloud, | 

Which ferues fox.cloth of ſtare, and now aloud 

"T wixt rage and griefe he groans,and faine would ſpeak, 
When, at firftaccent of his words(that breake | 
Through hearers cares) attheir firſt hidcous found, 
The royallpalace and moyft chambers round - 

All ſhake againe; andat thefearctult note 

The triple Porterſtops his howling throat: - - 

The three ſad rivers arith'vnaſuallvoyce /' - ©. ' 
Afrighted ſtand, and ftop their murm'ring noiſe, 
Allhell was fikent ; butcheirking exceeds, 

Andrto hisyellingEmbaſſieproceeds. 

Toues high-borne-brood, Cyleniaen Mercari : 

Olde Atles Nephew, comman deity -:.ii.. . | -* 

To heauenand hell: thou, that haſt paflage free: 
Through both the Poles, andequall liberty 

Thou, that of all the gods both highand low; -. 

The myſteries and tric comercedoſtknow: 
Fly hence, with ſpeedy wing cut through the winde,, 
To thy vngratctull Sire thus fpeake our minde..  * 


"The Rapoof PROSER PINE. | 
What right haſt thou, or what priortie,' 10107 
(Cruel'ſt of all thy brothers) ouer me? -- W927 
Say, Fortune blind with an vnequall hand, +. 

(To me denying) gaue thee heau'ns command? 
Yetaretheſe temples honour'd with a cxowne, 

As well as thine, nor canthy pride beate downe 

Our glory z though -we wantthe light, thou ſhale 
Percciue our ſtrength, when Ithy walls aſſault : 
Think'ſt thou the Cy:/op's handy-worke I feare ; 

Or thoſe vaine claps that mocke the yeelding ayre? 
Caſtdownethy dartsof thunder, let them firike 
Afﬀrighted mortals, we are farte vnlike. | 

To ſuch; Know, lupiter,l keepe my vowe, 

And torevenge my griefes, am fure (though flowe) 
VVas't not enough ? I thenrepined not 

Ar Fates, thatfirſt tomy certiod lot | 

Gaue this third kingdome, and deprived quite, 
(Though ſatisfied) I never ſought for light: 

Nor wiſht bright Pheb#s might deſcend ſo farre 

As my ſad palace,or the morning ſtarre - | 
Lighten theſe vaults ; when vnto thee thie ſeau'n, 

(That make Charles-waynetwinkle in ſpangled heau'n): 
And millions more thy glorious ſtate adorne :: 

Poore I, that all indarkneſle ſit forlorne _ 


Sad ME 


- (The moxe to aggravate Ma gricfe), 


3 Fox; 


| TheRapo of © ROSHRPINE. | 
Forbiddi me Nupriall rites; thus /oxe repines 
Art Plutv's wiſhes, when his Concubines 

Are numberleſle; the Scea-god happier is, 
(Though lefle in powerthen I) and bath more bliſſe, 
That when the raging billowes he allayes, 

Faire Amphitrite with her _—_—_ playes 
And he (intangled in herſoſt embrace) 

 Forgets the vſe of his three-forked mace. 

When thou in midſt of Tytans ſcourging heate, 

\ With labour of thy thunder-claps doſt ſweare  . - 
To coole the panch'tearth, with moiſtdrops of raine, 
And (weary of thy toyle turn'ſt backe againe) | 
Inceſtuous uno fits in longing ſtate 

VVith open lap her Lord to recreate: 

Latona, Ceres, Themis : (each of which 

- Sufficient were) but all of thefe, enrich 

Thee, with the name of father, andrhy ſeate 

Keepe ſtill with _—_— ſucceflors repleate: 

Thus thou, in luſtfull ryor (varying) 

Liu'ſtatthine cafe, whilſtIthy brother king) 

In darkeſt dungeon (like a flaue) amwoyde 

-Of thoſe delights, with which thou moſt art cloid-: 
And thus my prime of youth doth fade, and pride 

Of iſſue, failes ; (by wanting alovd Bride) 

But come reuenge, awake dull patience, 

(Suffice long pardon for foiuft offence) 

By all the ſhadesof night, by all the Ghoſts 

That houer ore blacke S#yx, by allthe hoſts 

Of dreadfull horror, miſchiefe vengeance dire, 

'f Iupiterdenic this laftdefire; - = 
The walls of Tarteras ſhall open wide 

(Thorough whoſe breach)the ſoules that there m 

44'? a” x . $0 


The Rape-of PROSERPINE. 
(Condemn'd to endleſle ruth) ſhall (ally our, 
And haſt thy downfall with confuſed row : 
(Mongſt whom) old Stare once againe ſhall free 
The goldanage from her captiuitie. 

(This ſayd) the Tyrant ceaſt, and to his ire 
Gaue reſpit. Mereary (like nimble fire ) 
Meane while aſcends vp to the higheſt Spheare, 
Andrtells his meſlageto great Jupiter. 

The god, vnto this mexpeced newes 
Gaue ſtri&attention, and forth-with 'gins muſe 
In his divine bref, what would be th'euent- 

Of ſuch a marri'ge, who would be content - 
(Of all the goddeſſes) toloſe the light * 
Inlieu ſhe may bequeene of laſting night, - 
And (like aIudgereuoluing many a doubt, - 
Arlength reſolu'd) his fentence thus breakes our, - 
One only child the goddeſle Ceres had 
One daughter, which doth make her mother glad: -: 
For though Latina bleſt her with no more, 

Yet is ſhe happy inthis firſt ſhe bore. - 

This ſerues for many, andthe want ſupplies, 

That fecond birth her barren wombe denies. - 

This (as her deareſtdarling and delight) - 

She often hugges, ſtilleends, and from her ſight: : 
She neuerler's her party ſo Heifer young © 

Or firſt yeeres Calte, (that other beaſts among 

Scarce preſleth the ſoft grafſe with wanton tread, - 

Nor horned Moones, yet peepe from curled head : ) 


The lowing Damme (that it by chance doth miſle) - 


(Finding)doth giue it many a licking kiſle, 
The Virgin faire was growne now ripe and neare - 
To Hymens rites, a chaſtc and ſhamefaſi feare - 


Breeds 
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Breeds in her breſt new flames: now ſhe deſires 

(One while) to marrie ; then againe loues fires 

Deſpitefully ſhe quencheth ; thus, her mind 

Eu'n in a moment, makes her curſt and kinde ; 

Toloue, and notto like ; which myſterie 

Is causd by feare, that beares the maſtery 

Ouer her will (her will that oft doth call 

Her paſſions vp) but feare ſtraightlayes them all : - 

Now ſtore of ſuters throng and each 'gins ply 

Old Ceres, for her daughter (cunning]y) 

Two great Competitors, with equall ſtrife 

Contend, to haue the louely Mayd to wife : 

Mars with his ſhield, Apollo with his bowe 

And ſhatts, their greatneſles alike both ſhewe, 

Both offer a rotmd earneſt for their loues ; 

Yerncithers ſuite the yellow Ceres moues ; 

Nor though proud /uno and Latoxa too 

Speakefortheir ſonnes and (ſcuerally woo) 

VVould ſhe conſent : but (as a pres fx kind 

In her owne thoughts) and with fond paſſion blind ; 

(Vowitting future rape) her too too deare, 

She ſought tohide from thoſe ſhe leaſt might fearc. 

And thus (deſcending from Olympus high, 

With her faire Proſerpine) both ſecretly 

Ar fruitfull Scicile arriue ; and there, 

The carefull mother in a icalous feare, 

Viewesthe rich Iſland , and the Sea thatround 

Doth ring-like compaſſe, and its fertile ground, 

_ ; th'vnknowing goddefle ſtraight conceiues 
e place for purpoſe fiting, and fo leaues 

Her daughter to it's charge : thus neither ſhe, 

Nor it, ſorcſawe th'cnſuiug prodigic. 


Scicile 


Sicilia once the Continent did touch, 
And made a part of /#afy, till, fuch 
Was the Seas rage, and Nerews ſwelling pride, 

As did the firme land ſeuer and diuide: . 

He with his ſubrill art, and puiſſance ſtout! 

The confines broke; and cutthoſe mountaines our, 
Which, to the little land-did there remaine, 
Contiguous were z now (parted from the maine) 
He bathes them with his waues, yet men may {ce 
"Twixtboth the Lands a knowne affinitie. 
The Promontories that are ſeene from farre, 
Pachinus high, and Lilibewnare | 
On which the waues that (brauing play) ler flee 
Their force, and make continuall batterie : 
Pachinus (hewes vnto th' /oniar Sea 

Hislofty head ; the top of Zylibe | 
Lookes to the Libier Coaſt fromwhence(in vaine) 
The waues driues through his armes,which(as areine 
And bridle ſerue tabate and curbe their pride 

And roaring noyſc;)when Thetis to abide 
Diſdaineth there, and from the Thuſcaneſhore, 
Her waues vpon Pe/er75 beate much more. - 
Theſe Promontories three? at firſtthe Ile 

(Sticilia now) Trinacria did ſtile : 

In midſt of which Aetza of old renowne 

(For burning rockes) ſo high his flaming crowne 
Lifts; that the-Promontories (which before 
Did Gyants ſceme) like Dwarfes his height adore: 
Aetna, true witnefle of Briarers 

His folly, and of bold Enceladus 

The Tombe and bonefire; where, he lines in death, 


- —_— 


And ſpits forth fire with brimſtone-pois'ning breath: 


The Mountaines load, there, keeps him priſoner faſt, 
That when the weighty burden off to caſt 
He (groapihg) ſtrives, andto his vemolt ſtraines 
To quit his rebell necke from yoke and paines : 
The poore Inhabitants he maketh feare - 
(By often ſhaking ) leſt ſome Earth-quake there Y 
Should roote the Iſlands vp, and fo, her towrs, 
And walles, the violence of Scas duours: 
This Mountaines top, is only to the eye 
Of mornals ſubie&; ſo you may deſcrie 
The ſmoke and flames, but neuer hath it yet 
Been trampled on by any humane feer : 
With ſtately'Groues and Trees, the lower part 
1p thatne're were planted there by Art; 
ie vpper, commonly with miſty fogge 
Staines the Sun-beams, and dayes cleere light doth clog 
Writh pitchy Clouds, which (laſting vnrill nighr) 
Aſcend the Firmament, and dayes cleere light 
Conuert to darkneſle ; ſtill the hr increaſe 
Is nouriſht (rhough the mountaines ſelfe decreaſc.,) 
In midſt of boiling heare, the ſnow doth fall 
Vponthe top, and neuer melts at all : 
It ſnowes vpon the Mountaine, and that heate 
Which burneth there (albeit ne're ſo great) 
The ſnow itne're offends, whoſe inward cold 
Condenſeth it, and ifdiſſolue ſome ſhould, 
(By reaſon of hot vapors that ariſe | 
Yet moſt ypon the top congealed is 
Orneuer lower falls : but that which breeds 
The greateſt admiration, and exceeds 
All common wonder, is the noyſe within 


The hollow Cliftes;that doth neuer linne . 


—— 


=. 
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It's raging, whether cauſed REIN wind, ': 
That ſftopt in Aetnas bowels faine would find 

A paſſage out, and cannot, till itbreake | 
With ſpeedy motion through ſome open creake 

Of the torne rockes, till when, it rumbles there; 

Orelſe thg guy Sea, whoſe armes doe teare 

The Mountaines boſome, and the brackiſh waues - - 
Mingling with fires in thoſe hotſulf rous caues' - 
Within, and wanting meanesto fally thence, 

Adde matter to the broiling violence 

And noyſe z vncertaine whether ofthe twaine 

Itis, but one may bethe reaſon plaine. 

Diuineſt Ceres now moſt confident 
Of the ſure Iſland (ro whoſercharge ſhe lent 

Andleft her deareſt pledge)withour all feare 

Or leaſtſuſpicion of her dangerneere, 

To Phrizia poſteth, and amaine doth hie 

To her torne foundrefle mother Cybele. 

By ſixe fierce Dragons ,that (taile wheeling round 

With wriched limbes)her charior life from ground, 

She carri'd is, and ſnatcht into the ayre, 
From whence her ſpeedy flight(they ſwift) prepare, 
And, breaking through the clouds, that give them way, 
Them leaue behind; and(poſting) lead away 


With giddy allop, the free raines they beare 
Vpontheir ol 


LE +5 by 
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creſts (bemoiſtned were 

With foamie froth) which on their golden ſcales 
They caſt, and doubly ſpottheir winged failes : 
One while the middleRegion they:diuide, 

And foarealoft; then fuddainily th ſlide 
Downeto the earth, and ſlacking of their flight, 

The Chariots golden ——— couer (white) 
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With hoarie duſt : their Miſtris /as ſhe goes) 
Her bountie caſts, and plentcouſly beſtowes 
 Ofreallthe fields: the very tract and path 
(Made by.-her wheeles) ſufficient plentie hath 
Of rip'ned cares; which(as ſhe paſſeth on) 
Cloath all the fields and wayes they run vpon , 
VVith golden habit. Thus behind her quite 

Actng (he leaues, and th'I{land out of ſight, 

Till (looking backe with her preſaging cies, 

And moiſtned cheekes) the palace he eſpies 
VVhere ſhe her daughter leftzthen with freſh teares 
She doubles her prognoſticating feares 7 
(As doubtfull of the farall accident) 

Andthus the hard miſhap would faine preuent: 

(By courting the faire Iſland) Deareſt Earth, 

Bleſt Soyle (ſaith (he) farwell : my-firſt,laſt birth, . 

I leaue vnto thy charge ; looke well to her, 

Be thou her guardian ſafe ſince I preferre 

Thee before other places : as thy care 

Shall ſpeed, the mindfull Ceres will not ſpare 

For thy reward : be ſure of this before, - 

The cruel Spade ſhall never wound thee more; 
Nor rugged Clowne (when he thy ficlds will fowe) 
Shall once,with crooked tooth of deluing plow, 
Teare vp thy fruicfullentrailes; thou ſhalt make 
Glad husbandmen to wonder, and forſake 

- The vſe of toyling Oxen, and ſharpe Goad, 
VVhen(of their owne accord)thy fields {hall load 
'Their Barnes; and (forthy ſcaſonable frun) 
Their ftore-houſe, neighb'ring lands ſhall thee ſake. 
This faid, her Dragons hafte,and ſhe arriues 

Vpon Mount az, where Cybele lives: 
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Her Temple, there, with marble ſtatue ſtands, 
{That worſhiptis by many vprear'd hands, 
Couer'd with thickeſt boughes of blazing Pine) 
Thar ſeldome ſubie& is to ſtormes or winde : 

The furious Ayre doth ſeldome laſh, or beate” 
This conſecrated Tree to goddefle greats 
But (gently whiſtling 'mongſt theteaues) it beares* 
And tormes folt mulicke to the hearers cares : 
VVirhin the Teruple, nought but dancing is 

To Bacchus, and confuſed melodies 

Of men, that(with their howling conſortsroujid 
Offqueaking Pipes and ruſticke Tabors ſound). 
Shake /das top; the holy ſhrines within 

The Temple groanc (mou'd with the noyſe and dinne:) 
Ar ſight of Ceres alligrowes huſht and gall, 
The balling Quire, the Drumme and Trumpets ſhrill 
Defiſt ; the Corybantes ceale to wauc 

Their glitt' ring blades, the Lions fierce and braue - 

Are tamed, and their gentleneſle isfuch, - 

As they their ſhaggy maines to euery touch ' 

Submit; the longing Ceres enters in, 

And by the mother of the gods within - 

She welcom'd is, thatar firſtentring place - 

Bowes downe her Towr's to do the goddeſle grace. - 
Hue from his fupreme throne of maicſtie 

This paſſage viewes, and his moſt tri decree - 
ToYezxus lowd reueales, to thee, I will, 

(Saith he) 6 Cythereaſhew my will - 

And heauenly pleaſure: know, Lam refolu'd 

That my firme purpoſe long agoe reuolu'd 

In hidden thoughts, doe now it ſelfe declare, - 

Be now fulfill d , that Ceres daughter faire - 

D 3 Be 
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Be given to hels blacke king; for Deſtinies 
Do ſo command, and Them prophecies 

* Haue thus foretold : the time inuites tothis , 
Her carelefſe mother farre off wandring is; 
Goe then, and to Sicilia take thy flight, 
That (when bright $So/,the monte robe of night 
Diſplayes, and clads the fields in gorgeous ray) 
Entice thou maiſt the mayd, to ſport and play 

In Flr as walkes; that a thy skill istri'd, 

Pluto may ſeyze vpon his louely Bride : - 
Vnfitting'twere (ſince all the gods, and me 

Thou burn'R) the lowerkingdomes ſhould be free. 
No, no; let fell Erymnis feele thy flame, 

And Acheron acknowledge the greatname 

Of Yenus; ſhe gaue eare, and (hauing heard 

Her fathers mind) to journey ſtraight prepar'd : 
Pallas and ſhe (that with the horne-bent bowe, 
Arcadian Menalus affrights) both goe 

(Together) with their {iſter, for ſo /oue 

Commanded had ; they our of filiall loue 

Their Sire obey, and (taking ſolemne leaue 

Ofallthe gods) them of their ſight bereaue. 

Looke how a Comet(ſeldome ſeene) appeares 

To vulgareyes, and fils men with ſtrange feares: | 
When(ſtreaming o're the world with bloudy light) 
It boades vnto the peoples gazing ſight 

Some rare cuent : (as death of Monarke great, 

Or rage of ſicknes ſprung from Dag dayes heate :) 

' That, to the trembling Mariner (at hand) 

Threatens huge ſtormes, plagues, faminetotheland; 
So ſhew'd the ayry tracke this troope diuine 
Had made (amazing with it's glorious ſhine.) 


Art 
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Atlength, they Ceres palace had eſpy' 
And 6 ra luſtre of it's top deſcride, 

And pinacles; that (as they neerer drew) 

The goodly frame they might atleiſure view : 

(A wondrous worke ) ere&ed firſt of all 

By the blacke lab'ring Cyclop's ; the high wall 

Of hard and firongeſt Thrac/an Ir'nwas made, 
The maſly poſts that ſuſtain'd and ftai'd 

The weightie building vp,of ſteele: andwrought 
The reft was,with the Merall thither brought 

By thoſe induſtrious Chatybes; who found 

The firſt yſe of it vnderneath the ground, 

Neuer was great Pyracwor buſied more, 

Or toyling Sterops lweate ſo much before, 

As (bont this curious worke:) neuer (till then) 

So (puffing, breathleſle) Yalcans iourny-men 
Knocke on their batter'd Anuiles ſparkling ſtecle, 
(Held by the crooked biting tongs) that feele 
Their hammers loade : neuer was huger flame 
Rais'd from the weary Fornace, then that ſame 
Which, from the ſoftned maſle of metall thence 
Aroſe; nor bellowes, with more violence 

Breath'd on the burning Forge. Behold you might * 
From far, the gates (ang with yu'ry) white, 


The top and battlements that outwardly 


Appear'd, with filuer and blacke Ebanie | 
Checkr'd; the ſollid beames the roofe vphold 
VVithin,of brafle; and pillars of pure gold? 
Here louely Proferpine, with melting tone, 

Sat, to her dying honour (all alone) 

VVarbling a fwan-like farewell : tor, ſhe meant 
VVith worke in hand, and needle, to. preſent 


VYnto 
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Vnto her Mother (whom ſhe'longs to ſee 
And ſtill expe&s) her painefull induſtrie 
Drawne out in curious ſampler; andſo thought, 
(In vaine)to frame arobe of it (being wrought:): 
There ſhe her fathers kingdome firſt RR 
Inliuely coloursto paint out; and than 

Foure Elements (each in their order plac't) 

With cunning hand ſhe flouriſh, and fo grac't 
Thepatrerne with her skill, you could not know 
"Whether the fire were burning there or no : 
Somewhat beneath (in region clecre and faire) 
She figur'd hadthe freſh and lively aire, 

And next,the water, whereſhe often makes 

A period to her handy-worke; and takes 

Freſh ſilke to thred her needle, forſhe here. 

Had much adoeto make the Sea ap 

Tnall his formes ; the wauesſhe to if: 
Deſcribes, and ſet out their tmnwluous ſtrife : 

The waters were with purple wrought, the ſhore 
"With Emeralds and Pearles all ſhadow'd o're; 
Behold you might the ſedge and greeniſh weed 

| FVlote from the Rockes (asf they there did breed 
Where ſhe had plac't them )-with-ſuch Art conceiu'd, 
That waric Pilots well might be deceiu'd 

In viewing them ; then forth a different keine 
Offilke ſheſorts, and freſh to worke againe 
Begins, thoſe ſands, the brackifh waters drinke: 
Thoſe ſands , fo like ; thatlookers on would thinke 
They heard the Seas hoarſe murmure : laſt of all, 
Toth'earth ſhe comes, yet (for th'originall 

Was butadull piece, and grofle clement) 

Leſſe labourin deſcribing that ſhe ſpent: . 


Only 


On = ed allow would blliow 
Vponthe fields and for sthatinthem WIR, 
And (for variety) amongf the reſt, 7 22 4s 
That of Narciſſus flory(h expreſt;' ogy 
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Wherein ſhe work't ; (aſpace therelefi)and fo © 
The Samplers white alonpoxpreſttheirſron.' iomtuaryh 
Next to her Vncles palacofhedeſcetids; © PTL) 202) 
(Proportioning-his Furies;Fates aid Fiends; FQOFY 
Bur here ſhe ſtopp't: tor (looki on her wotke: IH 
As ifſome ominobseuentdid4l 2010 Saaa"V”. 5 
Vnder theſe diſmall-PiQutes)-ftom het eye" ' DE 34ers 
Teares (forhing pearles) — DOR 
And (weary of that ſad tackeYſhe began + _ ul Ve, 
To ſortnew.colourstotheOceany; © 1 NIE 
VVhoſe Cryſtallwinding fveanies; ethers drew our Y 
Vpon the vtmoſt borderof herclowr. ' ->* - f 
But ſuddainely the hinges of her dore, 
Withcreaking noyſe were turn'd, and her before 
T he goddeſſes ſhe ſpies, ſo all in haſte 
Th'imperfe& worke and robe ſhee from her caſt; 
With maiden bluſh and fearefull modeſtie, 
Vpon her ſiluer cheekes a Kkarlet dye 
E 


She ſpradde,; walike tothis, the Lydian Dame 

With Tyria purple ſpots her yu'rie frame 

Now Phebas diu'd intothe weſt, and 

With lazie Carre, and dulnefſe;doth inuite 

The world to-refty whil Pluto warn d by /ouc 

His Trig: plot's,and conqueſtofhis laue, 

And loe, th'vaſcene Commandeeſſe, ſecretly, 

Of fearefull waganz ta hes.axleres,. .- | 

The barneſt thongs, and coupled houſes ties 

Horſes,that, on-zhe-filth.and ſcunume which riſc 

From bottome of Cocytres, feede: that graze 

Infields of Erebus aud bels blackelaies; :. 

When (drunks with Ley/rvpintonhe ward 

Oblivion from theig frothy mouthes is burlid. 

Orphness (\baking his varuly head): : 

And Azthon vifzas = 42A 43 

And (trampling inith'infernaltentric} beate'/ :- | 

Each fire ſtrucke flint from its, ynpayied ſeate:: 

Niteus, with his flaring maine; the beſt 

Of Stygian brood, with, braiic Aleiter drefi 

And ready harneſty both together ftand | * 

And (rear'd on end) Aledvs fhernecommand, 

With ſcornefull neighing macke: (full of difdaine) 

Thecole black foure, ſcarcely themfclues containe 

- Within hell gates (madde) on their maſters prize 
VVhich he expeRs, ypoithemornes priſe. .. 


Finis Lybri Primi. 
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THE RAPE OF. 


PROSERPINE.: 


The Argument of the Second Booke. 
Proſerpina ſu r gd Woes | 


with Venus, Pallas, 2»d Diana goes 

To Etna, ov whoſe skirts the _ howr's 

They ſpend, and crowne their temples with his flowr 5: 
Pluto his prey doth ſnatch; the goddeſſes 

Pallas avd Dian, ollowe to rel 

T beir Sifter: Touc his clowdze ſonne defends, 


That with ud Tom downe to hy Lins: 


Y this, theſable caleofoigh fom fave 
BY: ad; and Phebws in his golden Carre, 
onthe fiery Steeds, that force their way 
ALT new breach thorow th' Jonian Sea, 
Whilſt (day yet 'mask'tin ) his flaring beames, 
Play with "come und motethe bln 1:5 23TDW 
About this mornepeepe momerit, the: loſkmayd 
Loft, for ſhe nowby Fexus was betrayd, 
(Vamindfull of her mothers fi command). 
Forwhocu felrDeficies with-Rtand ? 
E 2 Boldly 
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Boldly axyakes,' forgers allfeare or doubr 
And Wy ficlds the (allies out; 
Oue. et ſhe, bit no ſoonetttip ped ore > x 
The humble threſhold, when her crea ' — 
VVich rdrnþd hinge thticeſqueakt; asit iemeant 


rate —_ ET 
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To warne fer froth thedelpe 
Thriceit preſag'd, thrice[guilry of her 
Theneighbouring Aetna groan'd: but ah, too late ! 
Forheadlong willof woman, now, in her, 
Rebellion nouriſhed*gainſt iufter feare. . 

Out went ſhe, and with her the ſiſters three, 

Thoſe goddeſſes, that bore her companie z 

Firſt iocund Yenus hugg'd with her deceit, 

Glad, that the houre tor which (he long did wait 
Drew neere; bur-giaddeſtrhar her pow'rfull skill 
Could drawthe pow'*$infernall to her will. 

The imooth-comb'd lotks,that(on her golden head 
She weares) part (like two skeines) and as iv thread 
Intangled, fome crumples vp : fo ſhee * | 
Some longer wore, fome criſpt and'turled bee; 
In.axich purple mantle was ſhe clad, 

O're which, a belt (her ſweating husband had 

Fram'd in:his Forge) ftiecaſt; which kept.it on, - © { - 
Byckled therto witharich Orient ſtohe's : 2 tt {7 
Next/erw march't Liizw#beautious queene's4>!: | ym 
She (whom.th' Azcadran Swaines full otrhaueiſcene: | '- / 
Fell their:wilde:Bores'y) and;fhe) whoſe fiarelylance!'; / 
Panazons Towrsprotediszwhodoth adumwee'!: (11 vo 
The Cities Trophiios: .this; :inftrifeaqdacre 2icf2 11107, 
Beſtirres her ſclfe(beſt pleaxd with blokdywarte-/! . 
The other (4/bold hunireffe) lovesrorfrigiht !!111t cf 11") 
The wildeſt beaſts contre bloat Goh 62 01177 79 
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Caru'd on a golden Helrier, Pals bore 
Huge Typhons picture; (whom ſhe long before 
Slew in /exes quarrell :) Typhons vpperpatrt 

Is dead, the lower living ; fo in part 

He liucs, part dyes, that monſtrous bulke of his, 
Halfe man, halte ſerpent, vpward, down-ward is 
In herright hand a mighty ſpeare fhe wields, 
That tow'rs vpto the sky, no wood that yeelds 

A treeſotall; andin herleft hand, grac't 

With dazling ſhield was vgly Gorgon plac't, 
Crown'd with a head of ſnakes , akoſe viſage grim 
And killing looke, ſhe with a vaile keepes in, 

Dian appeares ina more mild aſpe&, 

More louely, and in eueryrefpe& 

Solike her brother, that cach filuer ray, 

(Vpon her glorious head) ſhin'd it (by day) 
Were Phebus ſelfe: whoſe light , whoſe eminence 
She bore (Sex only breeding difference j 

Her azure plumpe vein'darmes diſcovered bare, 
And carelefle lockesplayd with the gentle aire. 
Th'vnbended bowe now gaue her ſinewes reſt, 
And at herbacke the ſhatts in quiuerreſt : 

A ſhortlooſe garmentthat ſhe (faſtned) weares 


With double girt, ſcarce from her knee ___ 'F 


On whoſelight ground (vnmatched to behold) 
The wandring Delos floats in ſeas of gold: 


With thelſe,the joy of Ceres, her deere child, - 


But ſoone, neeregricfe, keepes equall pace in field, 


Equal! in limbes and honour, and might ſeeme 
Either of both; for euery one would deeme 
He ſaw a.goddefle, and would thinke her fo, 
Bore ſhe but Pallzs ſhield, or Phebus bowe : - 
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L112 RAPEOf C ROSERPINE. 
Her gather'd garment faſtned with a knot 
By ſmootheſt Zaſper was 3 and ſhe was not 
Inferior to the Siſters nor their skill, 
For ſhe could couzen Natures ſelfe (at will) 
With art, which neuer happ'lier was ſhowne, 
Then in the rare beſtowing ofher combe, 
On thoſe two golden fleeces, that adorne 
Her wel-ſhap't head; where they fo eu'n were worn 
Thatnotthe fineſtthred in loomeof Lawne 
Agreed, or could more equally be drawne : 
Th'Imagery in filkes fo liucly wrought 
. On her looſe robe, might pleaſe the very thought 
Of nice beholders; who, when they ſhouldſee 
Theſe pifures, and would judge them burto bee, 
Inanimate dead trunkes, might Proſerpene 
Pricke them but tongues, they 'd ſpeake and be diuine, 
The bults ſhe workt were'of a goddeſſe breed, 
(Reſembling Sunne and Moone Hyperiens ſeed ) 
But in their ſhapes ſhe faſhion'd different quite, 
Theſe two great Captaines of Aurora'nd Night : 
Such, as when Thetis (they but render, young, 
Short breathed Infants) with a Nurſe-like ſong 
Rock't ſleepe intotheir cradles, and doth take 
To her warmelappe thoſe ſucklings when they wake z 
* Tytan,thus weake-: (in his minoritic) 
Dimmelighted, and not clamber'd vp fo bigh 
(As now) with mounting wing; in which firſt age 
Men faine him mild, and free from ſcorching rage ; 
Thus, feeble Tyt.@x, at his Dammes righr fide 
Lay panting; andas often as he cry'd, 
(For wantonnefle) ſo euer and anon 
Irſobb's, and ſpirs a gentle fire, vpon 


The m_ Mother; who to ſtill andreſt, 
Turnesto his {ſter her left fide and breſt ; | 
From whence, and at her Criftall dugge, ſhe drinks 
That milke-ſweet liquor, whilſt her Sire bethinks 
Him ofthe younglings : andthe prettic Moone 
Yyoun in the Me arme, — ſoone ; 

He ſporting) calls, the wayward babe,that ſhowes 
With one _— turned vpward, thatit knowes 

Nought buethe dugge and Thetis,allclſe fcornes, 
Mockes him(kind father) with her little hornes. 

In ſuch great pompe, pglitt ring attire,the went: - 

The Nazdes (on both {1des of her bent 

In friendly troope, to waitand bearc her traine, 
Compaſſ herround , each ftroue to be moſt faine. 
Thoſe Nymphes Crymniſus, which thy fountaine cleere - 

And thine Pamtagia (whole ſwift courſe doth beare, - 
And headlong rowle downe rocks:)do famous make - 
That Riner too from whence Gela doth take 
The Cities name, and they ({low Camarine) 

Which inthoſe fennieſhallow lakes of thine 
Are nouriſhed ;thofe that in Cryſtall brooke, - 

And fireames of Arethuſa, all forſooke 
Their loued homes; and to make full the feaſt © 
Alpheus fends his Nymphes, and 'mongſt the reſt * 

Thar there attend in grateful] companies, - 

None did excell the faireſt Cyare. 

So Amazenes in atriumphant band | Wk 

With ſloped ſhields march through the foc-mans land : * 

When man-ike braue Hyppolita, with ſpoyle 

(From Ar&oy hill, laden with goods and toyk) 

Retires her ſnowy 


troopes;, then, when they ſveate 
In bloud of yellew el beate, 


. . 
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And breake with ſharpeſt axe the tougher Tee 
That ſtops tae currentof ſwift Taxais : - 
So, the YUuyonian Nymphes are wont to riſe 
From Hermus, when their vs'd ſfolemnities 
They give to Bacchus, on whoſe feſtiuall 
Exch, 1cuerally, and then, together, all 
Vpon their fathers gold ſwolne bankes run mad, 
Fri: king about : the aged river (glad) 

Sits in his denne, andas theirwanthe viewes 
VVater in plenty from moiſt vrne renewes . 

. No ſooner had flowr-bearing Aernaſpi'd, 

And from his hearby top farre off deſcri'd 

The ſacred peoplez-when milde Zepheras 

He forceth with enrreates, and vrgeth thus: 

Thou grateful (wifhr for father)oftthe Spring, 
That'bout my medowes(with laſciuiqus way) 
Fly'ſt, and there reign/fi,that with perpetuallblaſk 

. Bedew'ſt theground;mak'| itwith freſhneſle laſt : 
Looke yonder, looke vpon thoſe Nymphes that play 
(Mongſt whom) thethund'rers plantsto ſport His day, 
Daigne midſt my walkes ; be thou propitious, 

Be preſent with thy odoriferous 

Sweet flowr's, now totheir fulneſſe blow them forth, 
Ripen the blofſomes and thoſe ſprouts of worth, 

Thar fertile Hybla may at length confeſle 

(Bur enuie) that her fuifulneſle is lefle. | 

VYhart euer ſents the drie Arabia 

Breathes from her ſpices on the morning grey; . 
VYhat odours flatr'ring ſence Hydaſpes ſends 

From farrez whatere therare bird (thatiextends - 
Her flightro ſwartie /ndzars (there can find 
That (though ſhe want a mate)can raiſe her kind 


From 
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From her owne death and aſhes,-and renewes 
Paſt yeeres with youth : ſweet Zephiruc infuſe © 
The ſumme and all into theſe vemes;andblow 
Withfulleft cheeks : cheriſh theſe fields, that fo 
I may deſerue the touch dine, and pure 
Of g one finger; andſ6 farre allure © 
Thoſe hea rs, they may becouctons 
To weare our tr fi wy wrath , theirbrowes: 
Here Aetna Nope, wh RNs ſtraightthe VWeſt-wind threw 
Shak't (from-his madid wings) a NetZarncw 
Onthe dry turfes , atidivines the clefted earth, 
Begets in it a ſecond fruitfull birth: 
Where Erche flies a Spring of 4pritſhow'rs. 
Followes ; the ground fwels vp with hearbs and flow'rs, 
Which withtheirload (the moiſture-quickly ſpent) 
Bend downe againe , and (fad x hog their #4 
This place he clotherh with the b oud-bright Roſe, 
That, with young Hyacinthus, there beſtowes 
The purple-painted (neere blacke) Violet. - 
What belt on: Parthian King was eter ſer 
Inricher Iemmes? what more vartietic 
In flecces ſpotted with Aſ5rian dye? 
The Bird of 7uwo in his greateſt pride, | 
Shewes but dull eyes (with theſe faire colours eride: ah 
Norſo (when wariſh winter doth begin) 
The Raine-bow crownes him with off varying, 
"When ſtreaking the pale Sunne with redder fire (cleere: 
The moyſined tracke; through clouds diſperc'tſhewes 
The place exceeds the flowers': for a plaine 
Here crooking fwels; there, ſcemesto riſe againe 
In hillockes ſoft, till, fartherie becomes 
A hill, whe recrom T luely PEER rhins-- - 
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A. bubling Spring,which growes into a Brooke, 

From which it's. moiſture the dew'd grafle doth ſucke; 
For(as the Snake-like fireame winds in and out) 

It ſnares the hearbes and flow'rs round about: 

The Woods coole leaues here ſeruc for ſummers ſhade, 
(By whoſe thicke boughes VVinters cold froft's allayd) 
Where growesthe Fire, the hard ſirong Cherrie-tree 
For ſhips, for bowes(in warre)thar fitteſt be ; 

Toes loued Oke,young, and in vig rous hear, 

The old, with luf;ous hony-combes replear :. 

The mournfull Cypreſle coucring "= 1 nac 

And Bay preſaging Lawreltree grew there: 

The thicke-topr,ſpreading, criſped Boxe,(wheſe weight) 
Doth make it waue, and otter it's height; 

The Serpent-like flow Yuic, and the Elme 

Lac't. with the Vine, makes it with Grapes o're-whelme. 
A Lake which the Scilians, Pergus name, 

Was neereat hand; and to adorne the ſame, 

A rowe of well-plae't trees begirt it round, 

Whole ſilent water (free from noyſe or ſound) 

Lookes pale, and ſuffers the beholders cyes 

(Vnburt) to ſearch the bottomes ſecrefies. 

The traine being here arriu'd they ioy and ſport 

To frethe flowry Country, to exhort, 

Thus,Cytherea,them begins: Come, come,. 

Siſters, and gather tiſlthe morning Sunne 

Drie the ayres ſweat , whil't yetmy Lucifer 

(Mounted on dewy Courſer)-cuery where 

Waters the yellow fields: fo, haumg fpoke,.. 

She firſt began to plucke a flow'r, fir rooke 

The badge of herold gricfe, then each doth firive- 

And fall to worke; aswhen of Bees a Hive, - X 

| nate 


Snarchesthe ſweets of Hyblas Tyme ; or when _ 
Their Leaders with an Army (as'mongftmen) 
Remoue their waxen tents: or, when they cree 
From hollow Beeches wombe, and (fwarming){weepe 
The duftie ayrez when ({wolne with their cropt ſtore) 
(Buzzing) they ſceme ro grumble yet for more. 

So they made hauocke of the flow rs, and ſpoile 
Of all their-glory, in a monaents toyle. 

The Lilly to the darker Violet 
One weaues; another in her breſt doth ſer 

The ſoſt-ſweet Marioram; a third muſt goe = 
Starre-deckt with Roſes; this in diffring ſhowe 
Prankes vp her ſelfe with Priver white, and thee 
They gather, and thy weeping Tragedie 

(Poore Hyacinth) renew; nor doe they ſpare - 
Narciſſus (both of you now branches rare 

Of the freſh ſpring, and in your liues, the ioyes 

Of Nature, two moſtexcellent ſweet boyes) 

Thee thetiles errour ſtrooke, but thee, thine owne; 
When in the fountaine that ſelfe-loue was knowne: 
Apolls, with ſad brow thy lofſe laments; - 

Atthine Cephiſfas broken reed relents : 

Proſerpina, more greedy then thereſt 

And ſtuffes her Oſter that ſmile 

To ſee their Miſtris the poore beguile 

Of their rich habit; ſhe with garlands crownes 

Her temples (ignorant of fate) that frownes 

Vpon the wreath ſhe weares(propheticall 

Swiftly fore-running the blacke Nuptialt) 

The warlike Goddeſle, her right band,that ſcowres 


The luſkie troopes, that teares downe walls and towres, 
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Giues to an caſierzaske ; layes by her ſpeare - "2:7 
Her gliſtring ſhield. (ynus'd ſuch toyes to beare). 
She teacheth nowthe garland to embrace, . 
Her ſiecle-topp't helmet fweeteſt garlands grace :.. 
Nor ſhe, that in ParthenianMountaines ſeekes 
With ſure nos d ſenters after chaſe, diſlikes 
The ſport, but her licentious lockes keepes downe, 
And bridles them witha faixe garland crowne: 
|  Whilfithusthe ſcatrerd Virgins pullthe flows, 

' Behold a noyſe;gan bellow, as if two tow'rs 

(Falling) had rulfe rtogether, orſome Towne 

From it's foundations firme bad bin caſt downe,. 
The cauſe none geſt, bur Paphos: goddeſle: ſhe 
Was preinſtrudted in the myſtery, 
And had this double paſſionat her choyſe 
To feare with them, but-inwardly reioice : 
And now the reQor of the damg(d, below: | 
Through ſectert windings bufilesto and fro, 
To find away, to carth : firſt doth he fetch. - 
A compaſle hexe andthere ; thenmakesa breach - 
Aloft ; ps foggy. Courſers trample on. iy! 
Enceladus, that with their,weight doth proane, 
(The Gyants huge vaſte limbes,cut by-their wheeles) 
Addes to the former-tprmentsthat he feeles ;. . p 
Andlab'ring, witha,gdoubleyoke.in paine;:, : , i; 
(For he bearcs Di and datue paw) would faine ': 
Finde caſe; the wearie Serpents (clipging) ſiay- 
Their axletrec, the horſes farce their way, . 
And ſcuddealong (roo fwik for them too ſlacke) 
Their fiery wheeles {lide from his fulph'cous backe.. 
And asthe cloſe-beſieger,by degrees + | > | 
Stcales on-his mau'd vp foe, thatnought foreſces, ; '- b 


VVhilſthe (by a laborious countermine- - - 
And ſecret) the mockt wals doth vndermine; 
Whoſe ſtrength and ſtriter guard none: nowprotedt, 
(The Conqu'rours entring, where they leaſt expe) 
Like to theſe carth-borne men. --Satwrnes third heire 
Contriues a paſſage vpto-the VVorld'saire - 
His brothers Orbe, and/gines his Steeds freereine 
Searcheth through cu'ry corner:-but (in vaine) . 
No gate appeares\, huge heapes of rokces and ſtones: 
Damme vp his paſſage eu'ry where ; nor once - 
Diſcou'ring light, as purpoſely to keepe - 
' The godcloſepris'ner inthat dungeon'deepe; - 
But he (cnrag d) brook't no delayes, al traighr | 
Aduanc't his beamy ſcepter, with whoſe weight 
He breakes the Rocks teares thereſifting ground, 
The blow cays'd all Siczl:a's Cavies reſound,_ - 
And Rivers rore; th'adiacentiſlands ſhake, - - 
Amazed /u{caxeſuddaine flight doth take, + 
(Leauinghis forge) the trembling Cyclop's hide 
Their fearefull heads, and caſt 79vzs bolts:afide; + 
The poore cold dweller on ſicepe Apperine, - 
And frozen paſſengers, thatſlowly climbe 
The hoary:A/es, amazedtand, and doubr: + 
Of ſome new broile'twixt Nour-and'Gyart rowt 2+ 
Thoſe that (along thy ſireames)withnaked limbe -- 
Perperuall trophie bearing Tyber, ſwimme, - - 
And thoſe thar to thy currentfamous Po - + 
Launch out their little barkes, heard that greatblowe : * 
So when (onlowet Plaines of Theſiatte) - 
A:ftanding poole(by rockie Moimtaines high - 
Inclos'd) denies vnto the mariſhground ' 
Tillage; and paſture tothe medowes drown'd; 
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Till angry Neptune with his Tridexts pikes, 
Pierceth high Of, and cold Chae ſtrikes; 
Whoſe wounded fides open a paſſage wide, 

Ar which th'impriſon'd waters (loos'ned)flide, 
The Floods vnto the Sea,and drier land 

Reſtored are, vnto the Husbandman. 

No ſooner was Earths knotty vaile vndone 

(By Pluto) when Trinacris begun | 

To ſpread her large and op'ning wombe; and now 
A ſuddaine fright, vpon the pallid brow ._ 

Of heau'n appeares; the ſtars vnus'd to ſtray 

From their firſt courle, ſeeke an vncertaine way : 
The two celeſtial Beares that ſhone fo bright 
[nthe forbidden Seadaſhtheir dumme light. 

Lazy Bootes feare doth headlong caſt, 
.Oriontrembles, Atlas ſtands aghaſt 

Ar hcls Iades neighing,whoſe breath, miſty ſteams 
:Obſcure heau'ns face , and Phebus golden beams ; 
His radiant brightneſle inthe beaſts doth breed 

A (uddaine terror, for they vie to fecd 

Perperually .indarknefle :now by fits, 

Betwixr-their teeth they catchthe champed bies, 
And(winding fſidelong)their Coach beame would rurne 
Backward to hell, and Chaos to returne. 

But when they once rhe Tarrywhi ciue 

Laſhtheir blacke anodes, ealdiothes they leaue 

Their ſtrife; and (forc't tothe new light) depart 

-Swifter then winter floud, or Parthian dart : 
The violence of Sowherne frormes is lowe 

To their quicke pace, thatnimbleſt thoughts 2 
The nh ——_ hot with their ranke bloud, and breath 
From fornace of their noſtrils ſcads pale death Ya 
Into 


. 
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Into the purer ayre : their froth 
Tirvnreoden fads leauce ſtrong infe@tion. 
The Nymphs all fled,ſaue Proſerpize 3 (who caught 
And ſnatchtintothe Chariot) beſoughr 
The goddeſſes with ſcreaking loud for ayde; 

. Pallasthat viewes her(how ſhe was betrayd) 


Diſcouers Gor 
Toher relicfe 


tens 


earth 
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e horne-bent bowe : 
Nor giuethey way vnto their Vncle, for 
loint Charitie incites them tothis warre, 
Virginity in them and Proſerpine 
(Alike)exaſperares the fault and crime 

Of the bold rauiſherz he 
(Fearelefle :) as when the Lion makes a 
On ſome young Steerethe beauty of thefſtall - 
And herd, when with his pawes beſmeared all: 
Jn bloud; he dives into the naked breſt 

yYntill his rau'nous hunger there ſuppreRi, 
Quarters out more, at length 
Quite ſlak't (with ſtaring gazethat would affr 
He carelefſe fiands, ſhaking his knotted n 
(As ifthe Herdſmans threats hee did difaine.)- 
Thouruler of the ſluggiſh Orbe, thou worſt - 
(Quoth Pallzs) of thy brothers; thou accurſt: © _ 
Whart Furies withtheir whips and brands profane 
Haue moou'd thee? that(rh 
Thou dar'ſt pollute the 
Chuſe'mongſithy Dire a Companion 

Worthy thy bed ; thy brothers kingdome leaue - 
And doe not others of their lotbereaue: . - 
Backe to thy night, why mingleſi thou the dead - 
To liuers? why (a ſtranger) doſithou tread 


keepes his way 


kingdomeleftinvain) / 
; Away, begone: - 
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| = our Globe > She thus exclaimes, and wounds 
The horn-hoof'd fieeds (making them keep their bounds 
With her oppoſed ſhicld) they ſtoppe, and ſhee 
With vprear'd launce was readie to let flee 
Againſtthe Chariot, had not Heavens King - 
(In figne of Truce) bow'd his red thund'ring Wing 
(Acknowledging his ſonne) and from aboue "6 
The gaping Clouds, doth Hymen reapproue 
Th'erernall Knorz and with their blazing light, ., , 
His flames, are witneſſes to Pluto's right: | - ,; ) | 
The Goddeſles forbore, Cinthia her Bow 
-Vabends, but addes theſe words vnto her woe. 
Be mindfull (ah farewell) the iuſt reſpe& . 
Of father, hath deni'de vs to prote& 
Thy perſon, norcan wee in armcs withſtand 
Him, that inflits on-vs his dread command: 
Thy Sire is bent againſt thee,thou muſt goe 
Vato thoſe filent people (there below;) 
(Alas poore Virgin) andſhakt neuer {ce 
Thy ſiſters more, nor-equall companie. 
What fate? what fortune from aboue thee beares 
(Dooming the ſtarres vnto perpetual teares) 
No more my Nets ſhall 'bout Parthenian Caue 
Be ſpred, no more will Imy-Quiuer haue ; 
And now ſecurely-may the wilderBoare 
Foame, and the raging Lyon freely roare: 
Taygetus and Arcadia ſhall bewaile 
Thee; when my hunting them-begins to faile, 
Sad Cynthus will bemoane thy deſtinie, - 
And Delfs's Oracle muſt filent be; © -- 
Whilſt thus ſhe mournes, the wofull Proſerpine 
(Her looſe haire ſcattei'd tothe Southerne wind) . _ 


Ja 


(In ſwift-drawne Chariot wringing herſoft hands 
On ſorrow-bearten breſt) theſe vaine' demands 
Powr's againſt heauen.: why? ah why (quorh ſhe) 
Didd'ſ thou not (father)caſt thy darts atme 
By hands of Cyclops made ? and not expell 
Thy daughter hence in diſmall ſhades to dwell ? 
No loue of father 2 could no pittic moue 
What faulr of mine hath thus incenſt great /oue ? 
When Phlegre rag'd in ſuddainetumults , 1 
No Banner waued 'gainſttheir enemy, 
The gods; northen by ſtrength ofmineat all 
Did troſty'0h _ oncold Ofa fall: 
Whart miſchiefe haue I praftis'd ? of what fault 
Made guilty? am I baniſhtto hells Vault, . 
Vaſte op'ning iawes? happy, oh happy they, 
VVhom. other Rauiſhers haue made their prey, 
And borne with them ! atleaſtin their annoy 
The common light, the Sun-ſhine ſuch enioy -: 
But I; Heau'n, Earth, Virginitie muſt leaue, 
The Stygian king doth me of ſhame bercaue: 
Oh ill lou'd low'rs, mockt Parents counſailes ill, 
Sadtriall learn't (too late) of Yewwe $kill! 
My deareſt Mother,whethes Lydian ſong 
In Vale of 1d, thee detaine thus long : 
Or, whether thou to Dy»dimus bee'fi gone 
To bloudy ſacrifice,there (looking on. | 
- Cybels mad Prieſts,that with their drawn ſwords roame 
About thoſe hils : ) make haſte and quickly come 
To my reliefe : ſuccour my franticke gricte, 
Hold inthe looſe raines of this cruell thiefe. 
| Heat theſe words, and ſeemely mourning-grew, 
A ſtronger melting paſſion to _ ; 
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And with his ſooty garment dries her teares - - | 
(Temp'ring with mildeſt voice her cauſe-lefſe feares :) 
Ceaſe, ſweeteſt Proſerpine, to vexe thy minde- 

With vaine laments, a husband thou ſhalt find 
Worthy thy louc; know, weare Saturnes ſonne, 

That ouer all things beare dominion : 

Nor thinke that thou the gladſome day haſt loft, 

Since we of ſtarres and purerlight-may boaſt ; 
 VVhen thouth'E/izia» brightnefſe ſhaleadmire, 

And happy foules free from-tormenting fire, * 
VVhere the more precious goldenage doth keepe 

(In aneternall quiet tul'd afleepe:) 

Where Zephiras,faire flowr's of richeſt worth 
Breathes out (ſuch as thy Acrnane're brought forth) 
Where in the ſhadie Groues a rich tree growes, 
Whoſe arched boughes the golden: Apple ſhews, 
That conſecrate I to thee: and will make 

A happie laſting Autumne for thy ſake : 

Whare're the liquid ayre; what Acolus 

. Containes(my louely queene ſhall bee for vs, 

Earth, Seas and Rivers, all thatin them live; 

To thy commands ſhall their obeiſance giue, 

The rich-clad purple kings (hall humbly fall 

Before thy throne (mixt with the poore) for all 

Death equals; thou the guilty and vniviſt 

Sbalt iudge, with them, the Innocent and Iu, 

> Thoſe ſhal bewaile their-crimes;theſe ſhall be ble 

By thee, and ſentinto eternall reſt: 

The Defſtinies vpon thy will ſhall waite, 

And whatthou ordereſt be held'for fate- 
Immoueable: (this ſayd)th2y now drew neere 

Hell gates, heenter'd with vnuſuallcheere. 


— 


The Rape of VROSERPINE. 
Like ſhaken leaucs.inſapleſſe Aurumne caſt, 
Fromrees to carth, by furious Southerne blaſt, 

Or rainie drops.in a thicke Cloud or ſand, 

By broken waues caſt vp into:the land: 

The damned ſoules in thronging multitude, 

To view their queene, boldly themiſclues.intrude-: 
At entrance of his Lords great Phlegeton | 
Ariſeth, and from boiling ſtreames, vpon 

His briſtledbeard caſts. moiſture, and that face 
All on a flame: the Fiends;cach to hisplace 

And ſeuerall officethem addrefle; ſome chuſe 
Toſetthe Chariot vp,whil ft others looſe 
Th'vnharneſt couples (turning them to graze 

On their knowne paſtures, blacke- Cocytus-layes:; 
Part deckethe Palace with rich Tapiſtric 

(Sctout with curious wrought Imagerie :) 

Part dreſt the windowes with freſh flow'rs within, 
The Nuptiall bed, others with.Cou'ringstrimme: 
Th't/:z:an Matrons round begirt their queene 

In a chaſte troope (whoſetender forrowſeene 

By ſweet wards eas'd)they order herlooſe haire, 
And hide with flaming vaile the ſhame-fac'tfaire 
The Region pale and bleak,wanne ghoſts now free, 
Doe frolicke in triumphant iolliry; 

(Darke filence re 1 loud they ſing, 

And horridpeales with noyſe(vndaunted) ring 
Hels grones nowceaſt, and (filth of vgly night 
Diſperc't).ſhe's rarifi'd withpurerlight: 

Minos no more caſts lotts, the ſoules condemn'd 
Oftheir dilared-paines nowfindanend; 

No lafhreſounds; 1x0» from his wheele 
Is loosned and (refreſht) doth comfort feele: 

- Poqze 


e Rape of FROSERPINE. | 
Poore T antalus the enuious water ſippes, 
And taſt's the fruit erftmockrhisthirſty lippes : 
Tytius vaſte limbesare rayſed from the ground, 
(Where he nine Acres couer'd)and vabound, 

(The rau'nous Vulture from his panting breſt 
Diſſolu'd)laments {as a forbidden gueſt:) 

The Furies now forgetfull of their rage, 

With ſofteſt nores,their ſtrift reuenge afſwage, 
Huge goblets they prepare and drinke a fill 

Of wine, in which their monſtrous locks they ſwil ; 

- To the Ceraftes powre carowſes deepe; 

(Whilſt with newlighr ſtill burning freſh they keepe 
The feſtiuall ſpent Torches:) now, you take 

A ſafer flight oucr Anernus Lake 

(Then erſt) you birds ; (ſill wonero ſacrifice 

. Your ſclues to vapours thicke thatthence ariſe.) 
(Amſancus current ſwift now ſtopt) the noyſe 
Ceas't, boiling Acheron'gan loud reioice; . 

Thar his hot-waues (turn'd to afountaine) run. 
Coole ſtreames of milke; which, they had neuer done 
Tillnow'3- And now Cocytus flouriſhing 

(All chd in Yuic) offers to hells king- 

A ſtanding Poole, and of Lyexs ſtore; 

Of ſacred liquor. Atropos forbore . 
(In ſigne of triumph now) with cruell hand 

Lifes thred to cut: at Platos dire. command 

Death ſtops his progreſſe, now no teares are ſpent, 
Nor Kindred, Kindreds Funerals lament : 

The Scea-man ſcapes all ſtormes; the Souldier, he 
Securely fighes (from ſhot and ſharp pike free;), 
Free from contagion healthy Cities are, 


Free ſrom the plagues of famine, fickneſle, WAIEC 2 


Old 


Old Charen crown'd with reedsbetwixt each ſhore 
Keepes ſinging time with ſtroke of idle Oare : 
The Eu'ning Hefperus (deſcending) fled 
Toth'Orbes below :now to her Nuptiall bed 

The Virgin's brought, ſtarre-painted nightlookes on 
As (witneſle) to the marriage: ſhe, vpon . 

Them both ſhow'rs happy bleſlings to enſue 

From this eternall vnion, and acrew 

Of bleſt E/;zian Saints thus ſweetly ſing, 

Preſaging notes to their faire Queene and King. 
Our Mother. 7s, and of thundriug ove 

(Thou Sonne in lawe, and brother) may allloue 
Beget ſoftreſt vnto you both ; and knit 

Thoſe mutuall neckes in your embraces fit. - | 

A proſp'rous race gxowes toward now ; and glad- 
Nature expe&ts more gods : oh may youadde 
New deities, new pow'rs to hells affaires, - 

Make Ceres Grandam to your wiſhed heires.- 


Finis Libri Secundl. - 
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'THE RAPE OF 


PROSERPINE. 


The Argument of the Third Booke, - 


Toue calls a Symotde of the'gods, renrates 

His will : eachof them, ſecretly, conceales 

The rape, from Ceres vnto Phrigia gone, 

She dreamcs,ceturneth home(her loſe being knowne) 
'Gainft gods ſh'exclames (enray d) the world about” 
Searcheth with lights her Wo er to find out. 


Hilfhell thus triumphs,Jupiter above (moue,” - 
Commands Thawnaxnt:s ( git with clowds to | 
. And ſummon yp thepow'rsof earth and ſeas, - 
(Clad allin re)ſhe downeward lides,with caſe, ._ 
On Zephires wings; the gods, the Sea Ny mphes all, 
And riuers, from their humid dens doth call: 
(Twixt feare anddoubrthey rowſe themſclucs)but muſe 
W hat new occaſion, ot whatſuddaine newes | 
Diſturbes their quierreſtz and (being come - we ck 
To heauens. ſtarre Chamber) each ke Fees proper tops! 


And place prouided haue, Ken order fit; 
In the firhranke the gods Celeſiallfir : 


| And 


The Rapeof PROSERPINE. 
Andin the ſecond, the Sea pow'rs are plac't, 
Calme Nerexs, and aged Phorcus, grac't . 
With comely hoarineſle;(next theſe, biform'd 
Glaucus was (ct, and Proteus (vntransform'd)- 
In his owne ſhape : the ancient and 'great 
Rivers were honour'd with a ſeu'rall ſcare ; 
But thouſand lefler Brookes (as was moſt meer 
For youth) like common rowt ſtoodon their feet: 
The VVater-Nymphes,cach,to her liquid Sire 
Leanes, and dumbe gazing Fawns, heau'ns ſtars admire. 
Then the grave father from Oly-pus high 
Thus ſpoke, and breathed forth this myſterie : 
Atlength, the care of mans affaires, againe 
| Solicites me, which, ſince the lazie reigne 
Of idle Saturne lopg neglected were, | 
VVhen we percciu'd how men ſecure from fearc, 
Lay ftcep'tand buri'd.in my fathers ſloth, 
Thento giue further ſuff rance we were loth: 
But (willing toxeforme the ſame in part) 
Spurr'd vp inuention, and gaue reinesto Art: | 
Then were we pleaſed thatth' wnrilled ficld 4 
 (Leſſe liberall) lefle ſtore of Graine mn 9 :. 
Thar hony in the woods more ſcarce ſhould grow, 
And wine no more from ſwelling Fountaines flow: & 
Not that we cnviiqus were; , or baſelypronie 
Topois'nous malice; but, when oner-growne 
VVeplenty ſaw, atid cafefullryor, blind | "= 
The light of reaſon, todiſſivade mankind ; 
VVcwilling were; cl pirirsto reuſe: 
Thar cactrman/mi - for owne Jabourfliue, 
Thar, ſharpe neceſſty ſhould then produce 
Ang bring forth arts(to be broughtvpby vle.) 


e Rape of PROSERPINE. 


But Nature vrgeth vs (with ſad complaint) 
To eaſe poore man (for ſucha burden faint) 
And (hauing to my charge the Tyrant layd) 
VVith former golden age dath vs vpbrayd ; 
She calls oe, Miſer, fayes; thatſheis franke, 
Exclaimes, that we, the fields with thiſtles ranke 
And to growe barren, ſuffer :thatthe yeere 
Doth fruitleſle paſſe. | 
That ſhe, (who vnto mortals long did-vowe 
Herſelfe Kinde mother ) is turn'd Stepdame now, 
And thus proceeds: what boots.it, wretched man þ 
To hauc a ſoule (from heauen infus'd) that tan 
Diſcourſe and reaſon,and his lofty head 
 Liftvp; ifhelike beaſts a life muſt lead, | 
(VVandring with them in the wild woods,to get 
The fruitof Swiniſh acorns for bis meate ? 
Is this (ſayth ſhe) to liue ? with ſuch diſtaſt 
The common mother vrg'd, that wez atlaſt 
Contented were, ſhe thus much ſhould abtaine, 
That from Chaonian food her ſonnes abſtaine ; 
To which cffe&, we ſolemnly decree: 
That,Ceres, ofher daughters Deſtinie 
Witleſſe(who now with her curſt Damme remaines, 
Laſhing th'Idean Lyons o're thoſe Plaines) 
With wailcfull mourning ſearch the world throughout, 
Till (hauing inth' end of herpledge found om) - .. 
In ſigne of hernew ioy (forold griefe paſt) 
Huge heapes of harueſt ſhe may from her caſt, 
From golden Carre,and ſpread ripecares of corne 
Vpon the fields by her blue Dragons borne. 
Bur liſt, you gods; if any here reueale - 
The rape of Preſerpine or not conceale 
H_. 


The Rauiſher from Ceres, I proteſt 
A gen'rall ruineto the peace and reſt 

Of things ; (be he a ſonne, or ſiſterſhe, 

Or wife 04 mine, orthat deere daughter be 
That from my brain-pan boaſts her birth)ſhal feele 
The ſtroke of thunder and reuengefull ſtecle 

Of Gorgons fury: and though ſhe muſt live, 

(For deities dye nor) yet ſhall ſhe grieue 
To haue been borne ofheauen,and wiſh for dearh. 
Like puniſhment my vengeance ſhall vnſheath 

On any of you (Rivers) thar withſtand 
The ſecrefie of this my firit command : 

(By me firſt wounded) him, my ſonne in lawe 
Repuniſh ſhall; this for a ſacred lawe 

Eſtabliſh'r ſtand : (this ſayd) and paſt for fate, 

The ſtarres were ſhak't,and feare whereon he ſate... 
And now the apparitions of blacke night, 
And fearefull miſchiefe Ceres do affright : 
Who (abſent from this Synode,and ſecurc) 
To her ſtill thought could ſweeteſt reſt procure z . 

But now each moment doth ingeminate 

Her doubtfull feares, and vgly night (as fate) 

Whiſpers the ſad mishap of Projerpine, 

Who, {in each dreame of hers) ſcemes to decline 

More from her priſtine being; eu'ry ſleepe 

Of Ceres, her vext ſoule in 40k ſeepe. 

So ſtill ſhe groanes innight, and when day comes, 

Cold wonderment her ſtupid ſence benummes, 
Tillnextnight's fantaſies, in which; a dart, 

One while (her ſeemerh)to her daughters hearr 

Faſtned appearcs; and (asahorrid fight) | 

She loathes her garment chang'd from chaſteſt white; 
a The. 


LY 


cape Of L ROSE PINE. 
The trees that in her walkes ſhe long did know 
Barren, now freſh (ſhe thinkes)and fruitfull growe : 
But one(amongſt them all) ſheliked beſt, 
Whoſe ſhathefac't leaves feru'd for a ſhade in reſt 
To Proſerpine : the Bay tree that,ſhe ſees 
Cut from the root, arid by ſtrange cruelties 
Of art; the boughes lopr off; boughes, ,thatabonud 
In frefaneſſe,nowly wither'd on the ground, 
And (as ſhe thought) of this grea! peteke, 
Enquiring, wofull Driades exprefle ; 
The lamentable Storie; here (ſay t 
The raging Fiends haue miade 4 Rog FRE 
VVith hel 7 axe; and layd the duſt: long . 
Thy lawrell greene, freſh feeling of ir's wrong.., 
Atlength, a | cixcumſtances,all diſguiſe. 
Vnmaskd, poore Ceres berill forrune ſpies od tt! 
In herowne child, that now her ſclfe appeares 
Her owne forc't: meſſenger, wet-viſage, cleeres..,:-j- 
All wauring doubts, whnch (whe W hen the, oddefle wilkes ) 
She puts away, and on her, new / griefe t ry eS5 4 T 
For Proſerpine appear'd, as if flie {ecm'd 


Shur in cloſe prifon, and her mether deem d...-24:C 

Her fetter'd with ſtrong ſhackl Ks, notasſhe/1;..1 55:17 

VVasleft byherin Fill Sicthe ; IAIET:! 

Nor (asthe goddeſſes her found, when they + 

In Artras tolie vallics her aſtray. \. | 

Did leade, but now; thoſe lockes ſhe o vighchehold. ti 
(VVhilome ſtrpafſingambar and faire 


(brig tnes) Fu 'blacke, the bank 

Fire of her eyes,extinguiſht is bynigh - "AG | 

A night of ſorrow, and that bluſhingred . 

\/ her checke (&hauſt with cold) gtowne dead. N 
T 


'The Rubies, ofherwell grac'tli uite ſpent, 
And limbes,then ſnow St ahi, wich the ſene 
And colourof hels pitch, defil'd, to view _ 
Of Ceres, were ſo ſtrange, ſhe ſcarce herknew: 
Yer, ſeeing her ſo chang'd: gods! what a ſight 
Is here (ſayth ſhe?) what bitter wofull plight ? 
What fault > what puniſhments are theſe? what face ? 
What macerated monſter of diſgrace 

Isthis? (ſhe addes:) who thus hath pow'r (ſhe cries) 
Hath pow'r thus much on vs to ryrannize ? 

Why beareſ thou theſe bonds, this chaine, vnfic 

For wild beaſts > Doe thy foftarmes merit it 

Art thou (quoth ſhe) my child, or dreame I, artmine? 
VVhenthe vex't Image of poore Proſerpize . 

Reply'd with terrour : Mother, oh,thou blinde 
Mother ;-oh thon tothy loſt child vnkinde ! 

Could'ſt thou (more cruell then the Lyons)whom 
Thoukepr'| in awe; ſo long thy comming home 
Deferre; and methat was thine only deare, 

Solong forget, was 1'defpis'd ?then heare | 

_A doletull truth; thatname, of Proſerpine 

So ſweet to thee; ſolou'd, Io only thine, 

Only that name remaines*, for, ſee, behold 

VV b puniſhment, whatbonds do me.infold : 

But {cruell) rhoy in vprore with a ſong .-  . | 
Through Phrigian Cities hurri ft, and of wrong -. 
To me art witlefle yet, ifmothers breft 

Haue notquite Jeft thee: if thou yer, of blc. 

And holy Ceres bear ftthe name, letme - - 

Begge one boone atthy hands (my liberty :) 

Carry me vp againe, butif too late _ 

I ftriue 'gaiaſt /ove, and my prefixed fate 3, - 


Tf backe I neuer muſtreturne; yetthou, 
Atleaſt, with comfortable viſit now: 
Come ſee mee : thusſhe ſpake, and going abour 
To ſtretchher hands, ſhe could not hold themour, 
(So clogg'd with yrns) that (as ſhe vaniſht)ſhook: 
(At which noyſe) Ceres fearefully awoke, 

Glad, that the viſion had no trewer-prou'd, 

But ſorry for the want of her belou'd ; 

Vp ſtraight ſhe gers in a diſtracted mood, - 

And to Cybeledoth her griefes vnloade: 

No longer (facred Parent) can I ſtay 

In Phrig:an ground ; the care calls me away 

Of deareſt child, ſhe's yet a Girle and young; 
Knowesnot the danger of aflatt'ring tongue: - 
Her tender yeeresvnto all hazard yer © 

Doe her expoſe, nor dothoſe buildings great 
And truſtie, of the Cyclops , me aſſure : 

Each blaſt of fame, dothmake me leſle ſecure ' 
Of ſafety (left ſhe to the gods reucale 

My ſecret houſe) norcanthe Ifle conceale | 

My daughters being there/it being a place - 

So famous) and withall th'apparent blaze- - 

Of Aetna, and Enceladus deepe groanes 
Canriot be hid, norfilenced his moanes. 
My boading dreames in ſundry-vncouth formes 
' Prefage, and eu'ry dreame ſends freſh alar mes * 
Of doubts vnto me, my Propheticke thought. 
Still threatens, and ak ſtillypon.me wrought. : 
As often as the crowne of -goldenicares 
Falls from my head of't ſelte, vp get my feares 
As oft, and tirre the bloud that on my breſt 


Stands ina ſweat, whil & I (perplext)no reſt * > 
H 3 Can 


Cat take : then on a ſuddaine doe ariſe | 
Two ſtreames,that breake from my vnwilling eyes, 

My rebell hand doth beate my trembling heart, 

VVhen I would touch my pipe (it ſeemes)all Art 

And ſweetneſle failes; that nothing doth remaine 

But the dead ſound, and (being in this vaine) | 
My Tymbrel's ftrokes,nought but ſad founds forth ſend; 
All things (I feare)my grietes to come portend : 

Delay is dangerous, fuch words [replyes. 

Cybele) may they fruſtrate mountrhe skies; 

Tout's not ſoſlacke : but(toiher lateſt end). 

VVirh thunder, will be-xeady todefend 

His pledge; but thou thy journey onward haſte, 

And -backe returne, whenthy falſe feare's orc'paſt: 
Ceres takes leaue, the Temple leaues,andſet 

Vpon her Chariot):thinkesthe Dragons yer 

Are dull and lazy, with her laſh that rings 

In th'ayre, belabours their alternate wings: 

Tow'rd Sicilie (he driues amaine, andſcant 

O're 14a, butdefpaires, fuſpe&s herwant. 

As a poore bir#(ofrender;young bereft, 

VVhoto ſome tree or lower hedgewerelefr, 

Whil ſhe prepardthem food;euer from whence 

Her flight ſhe takes, a-kind of troubled ſence, - . * 
Tender remorſe ſhe hath : firſt; leſt thewind: 

Her ne\tblowe downez next, left ſheempry find: .. 

The ſame (to men or Snakesa-prey)ſo ſhe, | 

So Ceres, when ſheſawthercuftodie:/' 

Faile, and the watch-folke ofherhouſe all gone, 

The poſtes broke vp, hinges caſt downe, vpont 

Her out-roomes deſolate; with ſuch afighr 

And vnexpeded change, all ina fright 
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| Herclothes ſhe rent, and from her ſoft haireteares - © * 
The ſprigges and it; this madneſſedry'd her teares, 
Nor had the breath to ſpeake; but hauing ſpent. 
VVith trembling, all her ſpirits (as ſhe went 
Forward) the firſt ſtep was a ſtumble till, 

Yet on ſhe goes, and with a madding will 
VVanders about, to view theſe emptie roomes: 
(As ſhe from one into another comes) 
On a diſorder'd frame at length ſhelights, 
The worker well ſhe knew, but poorely lights 
Th'imperfe piece, for (the divine worke, ſpy'd). 
She found, that the bold Spider had ſupply'd - 
VVith ſacrilegious webbe, that emptic ſpace : 
Yet ſhe nor wept, nor grieu'd ; butkiſtthe place * 
Andcloth vnfiniſhed,vpon thoſe threds 
She ſpends her dumbe complaints, and thinks ſhe reades 
Her daughter, on thoſe faces: eu'ry toy 
About the ſcatter d roomes, dorh the enioy 
And hugge for Proſerpine : now the chaſt couch 
And forlorne bed'inuites her to approach, 
Which fluttiſhly(vamade)ſeemes to complaine 
For want of the ſoft waight itdid ſuſtaine. - 
Armaz'd ſhe ſtands, (ſtrook dumbe, in ſuch diftreſle ' 
Like a poore Swaine, or fimple Shepheardeſſe, - 
(Whoſe flocke, whilſt ſhe was farre fromtheir reliefe + . 

To Africke Lyons rage, or cunning thicfe, 

Expos'd)too late can ſhe returne, and calls 

The beafts in vaine) within their hurdlewalls ; 

So Ceres: and in th'vtmoſtroome ſhe ſpyd 

Eledtra, Nurſe vnto her child, a tride 

Seruant of hers ;' and of the Ocean | (came: - 


The moſt knowne ancient Nymph(from whence oy - 
Ee - 


he Kape Of  ROSERPINE. 
Like Ceres ſelfe, in goodneſle ; this was ſhe 
That Proſerpine from tender infancic . 
Bore at her breſt; and, till ſhe went alone, 
Was vs'd for ſport, /exes thigh to ſet her on. 
'This her Companion was, her Guard ſele&, 
- Whom (next her Mother) ſhe would moſt _ 
When her thus Ceres found, rob'd of hertruſt, 
' With hoarie lockes now ſcatter'd jn the duſt, 
(After a volley of loud fighes) the reines 
To griefc ſhe looſens,and breathes out her paines: 
\ V Vhar ſacke is this (ſaid ſhe?) Andare we giu'n 
A prey to Titans hoaſt? Reignes love in Heau'n ? 
(The Thund'rer living) who durſt be fo bold > 
' VVho durſt commit this outrage, vncontrol'd ? 
Typhens, Alcyoneas, baue theſe 
Broke from the Mountaines,giu'n their yoakt-necks caſe? 
Or hath my neighbour Aetna, Enceladus 
Freed? Or my houſehold gods, Briareus 
And ſcatdeſtroy'd? Ah,where art thou(my Deare) 
Thoſe handmaids that attended on thee, where ? 
-VVhere,where is Cyaze.? what violence, 
My chanting Syrens,hath rewou'd. you hence?- 
Is this.yourfaith.? is this your loyaltie, 
To keepe anothers Pledge from danger free ? 
The poore Nurſe trembled, and her griefe gaue place 
To ſtronger feare.; notto haue ſeene the face 
.Of wofull Ceres, ſhe would gladly haue dy'de: 
Senceleſſe, amaz'd, awhile ſhe doth abide. | 
(As loth the doubtfull miſchiefe to diſclaſe) 
Vntill atlength, diſpenſing with her wocs 
And paſſions, thus ſhe ſpake : 1 would the mad 
And raging Armic of the Gyants had 


Beene 
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Beene aQorsinthis miſchiefe ; common things 

'Docleſle affe&t vs, ſorrow that moſt wrings 
Is that which by our neereſt friends is ſought, 
And ſuch is thine, forgoddeſſes haue wrought, 
Conſpir'd thy ruine, nay (which leaſt of all 
Thou migh'tſt ſulpe&) ſiſters, did cauſe our fall : 
The trech'rous gods and woundes here behold 
Ofenut ous kindred, thar their bloods hane ſold. 
Phlegra'gainſt heau'n was ne're ſo furious, 

As heau'p 'gainſt thee (all vnpropitious) 

_ Thy houl a happy quiet did poſlcſle, 

While the chatte Virgin neuer would expreſſe 
A thought of gadding, or ſcarce once beſtowe 
Her dainty foote (one only ſtep to goe 

- Quer the threſhold) neither durſk ſhe make 
A fally tothe fields, freſh ayreto take, 

So ſtrit ſhe was to thy commands, ſobent LL 
To her lou'd worke: at which{thoughtyr'd and ſpent) 
All the delight and folaceſhedefird 
Was, from her Syrens ſongs and notes admir'd. 
I was her boſome friend, ſhe would impart 

Tome, the joyes or ſorrowes of her heart; 

I was her bedellow, and to cach ſport 
(As a.companion ſhould 1 ſtillreforr:) 

Thus paſt we fairely on, till Venus came | 
Drawne hither (doubtful) by whatblaft of fame; 
And that (he mightrhe lefle ſuſpe&ed be, 
Phebe and Pallzs are her companie : 

'With cunning ſiniles, and fain'd embracesſoft 
She often hugges thy-daughter, arſd as oft 
The name of ſiſter iterates; complaines, 


-On her hard Mother: that ſo much reftraines 
| I | 


Her 


| Her,from wiſht libertie and thipkes it ſtravge | 
That thou abroad ſofarre trom home couldfirange, 
Andleaue her.in this folitarie place; 

Farre from her farhccs kingdome, that the face + 

Of heauecn ſcarce ſheſees: and (that which moſt 
Doth- pitti mou, her conuerſation loſt 

With kindred gods) the {imple Mayd gaue care 
(Caught by thus wily chat, and free from feare) 

The goddeſſes ſhe makes her welcome gheſts, 

' Whom, with quaint cates and Ne#ar ſtore ſhe feaſts: 
The banquet done in ſport and merriment 

She wore Dzana's. robe, and her bowe bent 
 Withtender finger drew; and ſoughtto wield 
Minerua's golden head-piece, and huge ſhield: 
But Yen, ſtraight, deccirfully gan-prayſe. 

Aetna's high top, and to theskiesto rayſe - ' - * | 
The Vallies flaw'rs, and ſometbing her admird, 
Of which, the wittivgly ,witleſſeenquir'd : 

' She could not thinke, or eafily belceye 

The Roſe, from all thoſe froſts preſeru'd,ſhould live :: 
Or that the colder Monthsſhould there retaine 
The Suminers graſle, all wigter40-rewaine ; 

Nor, that the tender bloflomesg of the Spring 
Arenip't, by ang ry Beates bluſteririg : 

(Thus prayſing and thus doubting) with defire 
To ſee the place,her breſt was ſet on-firez 

Thy tender Virgins fraile, vawary-yceres 

Made her conſent to goe, tencreaſc my feares, 
What teares ſpent I, ro-hinder her. (1a vaine? ) 
How little did my'mreaties.(frunlefle) gaine 
From her ? that(nowreſolu'd and confident) 

In ſiſters guard (together with them wear?) 


And 
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And (alarge traine of Nymphsrattendthem ſeege 
Vnto the Medowescloth'd inlaſting greene) 
With the firſt morning light, when as the field 
Yer chill withdewe, heau'ns liquid iuice doth yeeld 
To banke of Violets ; they gather'd there 

The moy(tned flow'rs; that, with perle drops appeares 
But when the Sunne grew tothe mid-dayes height, 
The Pole was ceaz'd on, by vnlook't-forthight: 
Thetrembling Iſland then began to recle 

And nod ((hak't by the noyſe of Chariot wheele, 

Of horſes neighing) nor could it appeare #8 
. (Whether the Coach-man Deaths fore-ranner were, 
'Or death her ſelfe : )the grafle and riuers great 
.'Were dri'd, the fields, ftraight burnt with parching heat: 
All things were blaſted; there, the Priuet white 

We awe, the Roſe and Lilly alter d quite 

From natiue ſent and colour : eu'ry flow'r 

The peſtlent contagion blaſteth o're : 

And (asthe hoarſe tell ſteerſ-manturn'd againe, 
With horrid out-cries of each beaſt the raine) 
Backe with the hell-blacke Chariot returnes night, 
And to the World the day-reſtored light 

Diſcouers our ſad lofſe and heauineſle : | 

For now no gin nor goddeſſes. . 

Were ſcene; forſhe deare ſoule was rapt away, 

And they (that a& PENEONEY no ſtay: 

Poore Cyaze vpon the Meddow'ground 

Strooke dead, with cold amazement next we found; 
And (as ſhe lay) the garland fromher browe. : 

We tooke, whole freſher flow'rs werewither d now 
VVith the hot ſteame: there cach of vs enquires, 
And of our Miſtris hap to know defires 0 
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Of her (who neereſt'was to the ſuccefle) 
Each of vs with vncertaine donbtfulneſle 
Demands the colour of the Steeds, and who 
The Coach-man was z but ſhe (that melts in woe) 
Nothing replyes, of nothing vs reſolues : 
But(metamorphos'd) ſecretly diffolues. 

Her ſelfe into a Fountaine ; that ſoft haire 

Vpon her header feet new turned are 

Into a dew thoſe armes diffuſed growe 
Inſtreams,that(following our foor-ſteps)o're-flow. 
The reſt fled, and our Mer-mayds with ſwift wing 
Trudge to Pelorws, and (for griefe) to fing, 
Since,ceaſc : and now (in ſtead of melody) 
Plagues they portend, and dire mortality; 

And their ſoft voices now ſerue but rentice 
Th'vnheedy Mariner, that in a trice 

(Anſw'ring their calls )finds his vahappy endy 

Of allthy means Lalone.rattend 

Thy ſorrowes live : Ceresn deepe ſufpence, 
(Foole that the was) hop't that yet no offence. 
Was paſt, and ſtill ro come ; but by andby- 

That moode ſhe changeth, and(wnh firy cye 
Turn'd in her head, her breſt enrag'd) abouc 

Vp to the gods ſhe flings (with plaints to moue) 
Asa fierce Tygreſle, when her den's forlorne 

Of tender young, (by fearefull horſe-man borne. 
To Per/1zn king, madding) out ſtrips the wind ; 
(Diſperſing all her rage, and fury blind 

In ſhining ſpots: ) atlength ſhe overtakes: 

The Hunter, and with yawning wide mouth makes 
Him leaue his prey; butin a ſhape of glaſſ 

He coozens the poore beaſt, and fafe doth paſle 


On- 
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Onward his way : th'enraged Mother thus 
Throughout all heauen ſtormes : reſtoreto vs 
Reſtore, (h'exclaimes z weare no wandring brood 
Of ſome baſe Riuer , nor P/ebe;an blood 

Of Driedesflowes from vs; Saturne high 

Begor me on the tow'ry.Cybele: . . 

Where is the priuiledge of godsthen ? where 

You gods, of thoſe drad lawes the ſacred feare ? 
What bootes a vertnous life, or whar ? the faire - 
Title of gaod, if Cythereadare, 

If (hameleſle ſhe preſume to ſhew thar face ' 
(Vnmask't by Lemniannets,to her diſgrace? ) 

That wholfome ſleep, the couch, thoſe twynings chaſte 
Of her and Mars, made herthus bold at laſt 
Wirh me and mine :fince when (no maruaile) though. 
Such deeds, and ſuch baſe ations from her flowe : 
But whart ? are youturn'd Pandoreſſesyour; 
Dianand Pall, that yetneuer knew - k 
What luſt meant > Is your mayden honour gone > 
Are your vowes chang'd, thatthus you waited on: / 
Venus and her bolde Rufhian ? (ſuffice : ) 

You both deſeru'd the bloudy ſacrifice 

Of thirſty Scythianaltar: let me know - 

The reaſon of your ragez what mou'd you ſo 
'Gainſt Proſerpine ? did ſhe in word or thought 
Offend you euer, had ſhe euer ſought 

Texpell thee, Dela, from thy groucs ?ore're- 

Did the,Trtonia,thy ſtrong armes beare. 

Or was (h'offenſiue in her Peech 2 or rude, 

(Her ſelfe intoyour dances to intrude ? ) 

Ohno : T?y+nacriawas her loued home, 

She neuer ſtir d,neuer from thence would roame: 
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 » Atleaſt(Latona) thou, thouthattoo well, 


But what auail'd ſuch priuacie ? no day, 
No time, could keepe your enuious eyes away: 
Thus ſhe the goddeſſes [that filent were, © |}, 
Aw'd by great /oue) blam'd with her ſpeec{{tiere:: 
(Silent) they nought would know, and norclicfe 
Could giue, butteares (fad Eccho's to her griefe) 
VVhat ſhould ſhe doe? yet to another ſkraine 

She (falls)into intreaties mild againe. 

Pardon (quoth ſhee) yee deities, if loue, 

If my too ſtrong affeQion, did moue 

A wretchto thoſe extremes, that were vnfit ; 
Pardonye Powr'sdiuine and pittic it. 

Looke, hoot kneele; looke, how mine age doth bow 
Lowe at your feete : (thus proſtrate) let me know 
(Only) the certainty of my ſad ſtate, 

The manner of my woes vofortunate : 

(VVhat e'rc) let me but knowe it; I ſball thinke, 
Thatfate (not miſchicfe) made my fortunes ſinke:: 
'Let me but ſee my daughter onee: not? no? 
ShallI, the ſearch of mine owne bloud forgoe ? 
Bur, feare not(whoſoe're thou art : thy prey 

Safely enioy ; I,to thy choyle giue way. 
AndiftheRauiſher (you goddeſles) 

Haue brib'dyou, for your ſilence ?.yet confeſle, 


Lucina's name, and our great paines canſt tell ; | 

That double birth, the twinnes {which thou didſt beare) 
YVell teſtifie, how tnuch the loue and feare 

Of children coſts vs; thou, ſtill happy art 

In two, whil' I of one haue loſt my part: 

So maiſt thoucuer (tothy wiſht deſire) 

Enioy thy yellow ſonne and daughter deere. _ , 


The goddeſſes (artheſe freſh plaint's) no pow'r | 


Had, to refraine; but witha ſecond ſhow'r 


Of teares, they waſh'r their cheekes ; poore remedie ' | 


(She ſayrh) your weeping filence giuesto me : 

Ay me! they all are fled ; why ftand'tthou here > | 

VVhy ſtay ſtrhou longer, and percewi'ſ-nor cleere, 

That heauen is arm'd againſtthee ? rather haſte, 
| Search eu'ry nooke of land;rhe Ocean vaſte : 

I will, and follow the diurnall Sunne 

(Vnweart'd) with him in ſwift courſe to runne, 

Through hidden wayes ; not an houre of reſt, - 

No flcepe ſhall ſeyze vpon bis troubled'breſt, 

Till my loſtpledgeT finde : (whether her graue-- 

Be digg'd by Thetis in Iberian waue; 

Or inthe Red-Sea ſhe intrenched be) 

No place, no ſecret corner ſhall goe free': 

Not froſty Rh-nus, or Riphean cold, 

Nor.heate of Lybian ſands, ſhall me with-hold - 

From ſtrieſt ſearch; and (till I find her out) 

The vtmoſt limits will I prye throughout, 

Of Southerne winde, and (for a further proofe) 

Will viſit Boreas in his ſnowie roofe: - 

Then, willI tread on Atlas in the Weſt; 

Next, with my flaming torches in the Eaſt 

Hidaſþcs ſhines ; then looke vpon me, Jowe: 

Looke, how this wandring vagamund ſhall roue, 


Through Townes and Countries: doe thou lookon me, 


Thou 1»; and in my deſtru@ion, fee 

And reape thy full content : then, then, no more 

Gricue at this riuall (thy baſe husbands whore.) 

Inſult yee proud gods at my fortunes mocke, 
\Boaſt your great triumph on poore Ceres ſtocke.- 


Thus ſhe, and from offthe lofty to 

Of po Aetna ras os 
The branches from thoſe trees that muſi giue light, 
And guide hererrant labours inthe night: 
Neere to the Riuer Ac#s, ftood a Groue 

(Whoſe lire fireames, in memorie of loue) 

Faire Galateato the Seca prefers, 
 Andoftthere bathes the beautious limbes of hers: 
The trees grew thick here ; their intangled boughs 
 Oneu'ry fide ſhadow high Aetna's browes; 

Thither brought /upzrer the captiu'd prey 

Which, he (long fince)had got in Gyant frey: 

The wood grew proud of that Phlegrear broile, 

And viQorte, cloath'd eu'ry tree with ſpoile ; 

Here, the vaſt iawes , and cach prodigious limbe 
, Of Gyants hung , their heads, their Sons grunme, 
(Yer threatning) to thoſe boughleſle trunks are fixt 
"And faſined : (mongſt which) the bones are mixt, 
Of ſcatter'd Serpents, and theirrugged kinnes 
(Shrunk vp by thunder from their wither'd fiancs:) 
No tree, here grew, that not preſeru'd the fame, 

And of ſome conquer'd Gyantbore a name. 

This, of Aegeons hundred hands, the fteele, 

(Whoſe waight her crooked branches bent:)did feele 
Thar Ce Armes, this ſhicld of Mimas wore, 

A groaning fourth. naked Ophron bore. 

And laſt, a Firretree (taller then the reſt, | 
Forbroad ſhade-ſpreading leaues,'mongK all, the beſt) 
Theſmoakic Trophies of Enceladus 

'Theirking, did load :the waight (fo ponderous) 

Had broke the body of that goodly tree 
(Did notaſtrong Oake prop with neere ſupplic.; 


So ſacred wasthe feareand piety” 
To this moſt memorable grove, that free 
From leaſt offence, the heauenly Trophies hung; 
Nordurſt rude ſhepheards ruſtick pipe and ſong 
. Draw hither, their faint bleating flocks to ſhade, 
Nor Cyclop's once with cruell axe inuade 
The luſtie Oake : when Poliphemus ſpics 
This place, he from the ſacred ſhadow flyes. 
But neither deity, nor reuerence + -. 
Of zcale, religion of the place; from thence. 
Long m_ th'incenſed Ceres, whoſe ſtrong arme 
- VVith wheeling Sythe (totheir lamented harme) . 
Cuts downe the trunklefſe bodies : (in this mood) 
Eu'n Joze ſhe wounds; the Pine tree falls, nor ſtood 
The ſmoother Cedar, but doth proftrate fall, 
Here, ſhedeſtroies; there, leaues : and (laſt of all) 
She lookes vpon her handy-worke, and viewes 
The mangled botics [which ofthem to chuſe 
Firſt for her purpoſe:) ſo, the Marchants care 
Prouides (for ſafety of his life and ware, 
VVhich he tranſports,to ſome long voyage bent) 
( Gainſt angry ftormes and te sprouident.) 
(Firſt, the tall Cedar and hard Beech applyde 
To the maine maſt and rudder,the Barkes guide) 
The ſofter wood tothe light Oare he giues, 
And ſtrongeſt trees for moiſture Keele contriues. 
Two neighb'ring Cypreſles, there, lifron high 
Their tow'ring, vnatouch't heads (thatkifſe the skie) 
Such two on /d4's toppe,fleete Simois 
Did neuer ſec; Oromtes,ſuch (as theſe) 
Did neuer ſprinkle with ſwift fireames:(thatflow 
Vnto Apolis's Grougy where none ſuch grow) 
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Soequall in their height, and boughs eſicem'd, 
So eu'n they grew, that brother-rwins they ſeem'd ;;. 
(Deſpiſingwith their fellow-tops, the groue :) 
Thele,Ceres choſe for torches ; and would proue 

Her ſtubborn ſtrength vpon them both; when(firſ): 

Her armes ſhe tuck't, then folded vp her skirt ; 

Next, with ſharpe axe, the hewes alternately 

The two, (that on the ground ſtraight groucling | 

Alike, they ſuffer d fall) ale, Tov 
Theirlocks they ſhed, the Fawns & wet Nymphs ſbricke 
(For griete) co view their ruine (as they lay) 

Shee lifts them vp; and beares with her away : 

(The looſe haire turn'd over her ſhoulder) ſhe 

Deſcends from panting Mountaines fuddainely, (teare 
Through flames ſhe goes , throughcraggy rockes doth 
A paſſage; the parch't ſands (that skorne tv beare 

Her ſteppes) the kickes. _ 

So, cursd Megers haftens the wiſh light 

Of fatall Yew trees, when ſome horrid {light 

She praQiiſeth 'gainſt (admins, Thebar ws, 4 

Or, when her malice and pale veng ance falls 

On poore Thyeftian towne; darkneſic and Ficnds 

Make her a lane to paſſe (as ſhe deſcends - 

To Phlegeton) in whoſe hot waues ſhe dipp't 

The deadly lights, that with his flames weretyp't: .. 

So, when the goddefle was arriu'd atlaſt; 
Atthe Rockes ſcorching mouth, ſhe from her caſt 

The Cyprefles, into thoſe iawes (her face 

Turn'd from the ſmoake)noweu'ry hollow place -- 
Was fill d, and the contracted fire. (with-drawne) 

Kept inthe flames, and ftopt their wauingyawne: 


The 


The Mouintaine rumbles, Mulciber 'gan ſtrive 
(Halfe choak't) th'imprifori'd vapours to relieue. 
When; loe; the berry-bearing Cypreſlcleaues 


Did ſhine, and ſulphure mixt(that to-them cleaues) 
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Made the boughs crackle, and high 4ezna raiſe 
His old flames higher by thisnew-come blaze. 
Then tooke ſhe vp the fire-brands(whoſe dimme light 
Leſt it shouldfaile her in thetedious flight) 

She 'nointed with the juice that Phaeton 

His Steeds; and liquor that the Moone, vpon 

Her Heifers, ſprinkles. Now ſoft reſt doth creepe 
On mortall browes, their eyc-lids folds in {leepe: 
Whilſt she(with griefe-torne heart vpon her wa 

And progrefle) ſomething thus ther ſelfe wonbd! lay: 
Full lirtle did Ithinke (while thou wert mine) 
Tolooke thee with theſe lights (my Proſerpine;) 
Lou'd Mothers wishes, noun bebe 

Of marri'ge bed, and holy Nuptiall fire Hs 
Were my delights : and oh! how I did long, 

In heau'n to heate the Saffron Hymens ſong. 
But Lacheſis (that makes no difference 

'Twixt mEn and gods) would not with me diſpence: 
How honour'd was I lately, how ador'd 

By Suters great, that me for thee implor'd ? 

What Mother (though she ne're fo fruitfull were) 
But thought me happier then her ſelfe (to beare 
Eu'ntheealone) my firſt , my lateſtioy: 

By thee my barrenueſſe did fruit enioy : 

By thee was I a goddefle (deifi'd) : 
(Whil thou my glory wer't, thy Mothers pride:) 

I neuer vnto Jun *inferior was 

(Whil'fi thou had'ſt being ſquallid now and baſe) 
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Gramercie, Jowe+-but why giueT a part 

To him 2{my ſelfe the cauſer of my ſmart) 
"Twas1I,' twascruell I ;nowT diſcloſe 

My careleſneſle, that thee, to buſie foes 
Forſaken, left ; whilſt I (ſecurely glad) 

Frisk't to thenoyſe of Bacchrs daunces(madde) 
And with the ſound of rarling armes(vakind) 
(Whil' thou-wert rapt)the Phrigian Lion ivin'd 
Tothe ſwift Chariot ; but behold (my fweet) 
The puniſhment for theſe deſeruings meet. 
Looke on the gaping wounds vpon my face, 
The red-turn'd furrowes, that my breſt deface 
My wombe (vnmindfull) that it thee had borne, 
Looke, how by frequent ſtrokes 'tjs rent and torne ; 
Where ſhall I ſeeke thee , in which heauen aboue 2? 
Vnder what Clymate here,oncarth do'{ſt moue ? 
What guide; whattracke ſhallleade me? (might I know 
But in whatkind of Chariotthou'didſt goe, 

Where the damrid thiefe dath live, in earth or ſeas? ) 
The print of the {wikewheeles my ſight would pleaſe. ' 
I goe,I goc,where my faint plants ſhall guide, 
Whether blirid- chance: ſorrow, like this betide 

Diona (all forſaken) may ſhe looke 

Forherloſt Yepys.-./ 20710 

Shall itbe Jawfull, williowe Deſtinie 

Gine way{my child)that once more I may ſee, 

Once more embrace thee ? doth that beauty reigne 
Vpan thy cheekes, and freſhneſſe ill remaine 2 
Or ſhall I hap (vnhappy) to- bthold 

Thee ſuch,as night and dreams haue oft foretold ? 
Thus ſayd ſhe; and the firſt ſtep fhe aduanc't 
From Aetna, onthe flow'rsto light, ſhe ghanc't: 
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| Thoſe flowr's, thatto her griefe, her daughters fate 
Were conſcious: ſhe deteſts with curſing hate 
Thoſe, andthe place (made privietothe rape:) (ſhape, 
Then (through confus'd pathes) ſhe her courſe doth 
Pryes through the fields with blazing light, and lowe 
Sh'inclines the brands (all comfortleſſe) in woe, 

With teares ſhe bathes her checkes : teares,that abound; 
(Producing fighes and groanes, that with their ſound 
Ring in th'ayre and woods) the flaming light 

Now ſpreds on farre, whoſe ſhadow in calme night 
Swimmes on the Seas ; rhe blaze of it doth flic 

To Lybian coaſt, and bankes of Italy ; © 

Th'Etruſcan ſhore was bright and cleerly feence, 

And (from th'inflamed Seas) the $S:rtes ſhine. 

Next vnto Scilla's dennes ſhe goes, the light 

Vnuſuall, thoſe mad dogges did affright: + . 

VVhſ!ſt (fome aſtoniſht) filent were (the reſt * 

More hardy) bark at their vnwelcome gueſt, - 


Finis Libri Tertij. 


